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1.Key Term
s

1.
Them

e: m
ain idea or repeated 

idea.
2.

A
nalysis: a detailed 

exam
ination of a piece of 

w
riting

3.
Focus: clear and sustained 
interest in the central idea or 
topic.

4.
Structure: how

 a piece of 
w

riting or a story is organised
5.

Inference: logical 
understanding or deductions 
m

ade based on evidence.
6.

Em
pathy: understanding how

 a 
character feels.

7.
N

arrator: the person telling the 
story.

8.
A

ct: the m
ain sections of a play.

9.
Scene: the sm

aller sections of a 
play –

sim
ilar to

chapters in a 
novel.

10.Stage directions: notes to the 
actor and director about how

 
to m

ove or speak.
11.M

onologue: a longer speech by 
a character to another 
character.

12.Soliloquy: a longer speech by a 
character to them

selves or the 
audience.

13.M
etaphor: describing 

som
ething by saying it IS 

som
ething else…

but not 
literally.

14.Sim
ile: describing som

ething 
using ‘like’ or ‘as’ to m

ake a 
com

parison.

2. Super 
Spellings

1.
Individual 

2.
Specific 

3.
Identified

4.
C

reate 
5.

Revealed 
6.

Interpretation 
7.

Significant 
8.

C
ircum

stances 
9.

Effect 
10.A

ffect 
11.Response 
12.D

efinition 
13.Relevant
14.C

onventions
15.C
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16.D

ecline 

3. Big questions

1.
W

ould I like to be friends w
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characters? W
hy?

2.
How

 w
ould I describe the m

ain character?
3.

D
o I dislike any characters? W

hat is it about them
 that 

I don’t like?
4.

D
o I recognise any parts of m

yself in any of these 
characters?

5.
W

hat do I predict w
ill happen next?

6.
W

hat does this character w
ant to achieve?

7.
W

as I satisfied w
ith the ending? W

hy?
8.

W
hich character w

ould I go on a cam
ping trip w

ith?
9.

If I could live in the setting of this text, w
ould I? W

hy?
10.If the m

ain character w
as a colour, w

hat colour w
ould 

they be and w
hy?

5. Personal response

The w
riter m

akes m
e feel…

The w
riter m

akes m
e think…

The w
riter m

akes m
e question…

The w
riter helps m

e to picture…
I predict that…
W

hen I first read ___, I thought…
, but 

then…
It strikes m

e as…
    w

hen…
I cannot help but w

onder w
hy…

W
hat frustrates m

e is…
.

I find it really…
 w

hen…
            

…because
...

6. Structuring
your essay

Introduction
W

hat is the novel/play about? 
‘_________’ by ____________ is about…

A
nalysing the text

C
hoose w

hat you think are the m
ost im

portant m
om

ents 
through the text that answ

er the question you have been asked.
____________ creates presents ____________ as ____________w

hen 
‘____________’ w

hich suggest ______________.
The w

ord ‘________’ suggests ___________
This m

akes m
e…

.

C
onclusion

W
hat are your overall thoughts? 

O
verallI feel/think…

. 
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15.Relieved
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