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1.Key Term
s

1.
Protagonist: central 
character or hero w

ho 
m

oves the story forw
ard.

2.
G

enre: different types of 
w

riting w
hich share sim

ilar 
features.

3.
C

ulture:the custom
s, 

behaviours, celebrations 
and social institutions of a 
group of people.

4.
A

udience: the person or 
people w

ho w
ill be listening 

to or reading your text.
5.

Purpose: the reason you are 
doing som

ething.
6.

Intent: w
hat you are trying 

to achieve
7.

Reveals: gives new
 

inform
ation.

8.
Dem

onstrates: gives an 
exam

ple of som
ething that 

has already been 
m

entioned.
9.

Im
plies: suggests som

ething 
–

hints at som
ething.

10.Evokes a feeling of: creates 
a feeling.

11.Suggests: an idea is put 
forw

ard.
12.M

onologue: a longer 
speech by a character to 
another character.

13.Soliloquy: a longer speech 
by a character to 
them

selves or the audience.
14.C

yclical: happens in circles, 
reoccurs.

2. Super 
Spellings

1.
Interpretation

2.
Significant

3.
C

ircum
stances

4.
Ultim

ately
5.

A
m

biguous
6.

A
lternative 

7.
Im

plicit
8.

C
onsistent

9.
Integral

10.Exploitation
11.M

anipulation
12.Im

plications
13.C

om
m

unity
14.Enhanced
15.Resolution
16.Tem

porary 

3. Response to reading

A
t this point in the play/story, I 

felt…
I w

as forced to consider…
C

learly, the w
riter w

ants us to 
think about…
M

y initial prediction w
as that…

A
s the play/story progressed, I 

began to question…
N

otably, w
hen the 

character…
, I…

.
I question the m

eaning behind 
the w

ords “______” as they 
could im

ply…
…because

...

5. Big questions 
1.

W
hat questions did the opening m

ake 
m

e w
ant to find the answ

er to?
2.

D
o I like the m

ain character? W
hy?

3.
W

hat does the w
riter w

ant us to think 
about the m

ain character?
4.

D
o any of the characters have a 

particular w
eakness or challenge to 

overcom
e? How

 do they do it?
5.

W
hich character w

ould be the best 
leader in a zom

bie apocalypse?
6.

W
hich character w

ould you w
ant to be 

quarantined w
ith?

7.
If you could get transported into this 
story, w

ould you? W
hy?

8.
W

hich character w
ould you let w

alk your 
dog? W

hy?

6. Structuring
your essay

Introduction
W

hat is the novel about? ‘_________’ by ____________ is about…
W

hat does the w
riter w

ant you to think about?

A
nalysing the text

C
hose m

om
ents from

 the text that you think are im
portant to 

answ
er the question.

__________is presented as _____________w
hen ‘____________’ 

w
hich suggest ______________.The w

ord ‘________’ suggests 
___________. This m

akes m
e…

. 
C

an you choose m
om

ents from
 the beginning, m

iddle and 
end of the text?
C

onclusion
W

hat are your overall thoughts? How
 successful w

as the w
riter?

O
verall I feel…

. 
I think the _____________ w

anted us to…
.

4. C
ontextual Inform

ation
C

ontext is the background inform
ation that helps us to 

understand the story and characters better. 
A

uthor inform
ation: W

hat do they usually w
rite about, 

w
hat influenced them

, w
hat w

as their life experience?
Era: W

hen w
as it w

ritten? W
hat did people at the tim

e 
believe about the w

orld that w
as different to w

hat w
e 

believe today?
Historical Events: W

ere there any big events that w
ill 

have affected the characters in the story?
Location: W

here w
as the book w

ritten or set? How
 

does this affect w
hat w

e can expect from
 the 

characters in term
s of how

 they act the they w
ay they 

do and w
hy?

G
enre A

re there any techniques that are used in the 
story that are com

m
on in this particular style of novel?

A
udience How

 w
ould an audience in this 

tim
e/location react differently to us?

7. Further reading

The Boy in the striped 
Pyjam

as -John Boyne
Scythe Trilogy -N

eal 
Schusterm

an
The Poet X -Elizabeth 
A

cevedo
The Lie Tree -Frances 
Hardinge
Hunger G

am
es Trilogy -

Suzanne C
ollins

The Red Ribbon -Lucy 
A

dlington
M

ortal Engines -Phillip 
Reeve
The Enem

y Series -C
harlie 

Higson
Bone Talk -C

andy G
ourlay

The G
raveyard Book -N

eil 
G

aim
an

Things a bright girl can do -
Sally N

icholls
C

hronicles of N
arnia series -

C
S Lew

is
The D

ivergent Series -
V

eronica Roth
C

haos W
alking Series -

Patrick N
ess

Percy Jackson Series -Rick 
Riordan
The Sm

ell of O
ther People’s 

Houses -Bonnie-Sue 
Hitchcock
School of G

ood and Evil 
series -Som

an
C

hainani
House w

ith the C
hicken Legs 

-Sophie A
nderson

English Year 8 Reading
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