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1.Key Term
s

1.
Rising

action: the part of 
the story w

here the plot 
becom

es increasingly 
com

plicated.
2.

C
lim

ax: the m
ost 

dram
atic, exciting part 

of a story.
3.

Falling
action: 

dim
inishing tension, 

leading tow
ards a 

resolution.
4.

Foreshadow
ing: hints at 

events to com
e.

5.
Allusion: brief and 
indirect reference to a 
person, place, thing or 
idea of historical, 
cultural, literary or 
political significance. It 
does not describe in 
detail the person or 
thing to w

hich it refers.
6.

Pun: a play on w
ords – a 

joke - often w
hen a 

w
ord has m

ore than one 
possible m

eaning,
7.

Juxtaposition: tw
o 

contrasting ideas put 
next to each to m

ake 
the difference clear.

8.
Alternative: different

9.
Sustained: continues 
w

ithout interruption.
10.Perceptive: sensitive – 

noticing things that 
aren’t obvious.

11.C
ritical: analyzing faults 

and issues.

2. Super 
Spellings

1.
V

apid
2.

Im
plications

3.
Predom

inantly
4.

A
nticipate

5.
Integral

6.
Persistent

7.
C

onversely
8.

Presum
ption

9.
Underlying

10.D
om

inant
11.Significant
12.A

dequate
13.Im

prudent
14.C

ondescending
15.C

ontentious 
16.C

om
passionate

3. Big questions
1.

W
hat did the w

riter w
ant us to think 

of the m
ain character?

2.
W

hat w
as the final m

essage the 
w

riter w
anted us to rem

em
ber?

3.
W

hich of these characters w
ould 

you w
ant to have a coffee w

ith? 
C

an you see any m
om

ents w
here 

the context influences the text?
4.

D
oes the w

riter deliberately m
islead 

us at any point? W
hy?

5.
If you w

ere creating a film
 of a 

scene, w
hat m

usic w
ould you use?

6.
If you had a problem

, w
hich 

character w
ould you w

ant to help 
you and w

hy?
7.

W
hich character w

ould m
ake the 

best prim
e m

inister?

6. A
m

biguity

Explore 
alternative 
interpretations

•
C

ould
•

M
ay

•
M

ight
•

Perhaps
•

Possibly
•

Seem
s to

•
Probably

4. Structuring
your essay

Introduction
W

hat is the novel about? ‘_________’ by ____________ is about…
 

W
hat is the aim

 of the author? _____ w
anted to highlight/explore/expose…

Developing an argum
ent

W
hat is the question asking you? W

hat is your answ
er? W

hich m
om

ents of the text 
w

ill support your argum
ent?

A
t the start of the chapter/novel, the character/m

ood is…
W

hen w
e first m

eet ____, w
e are struck by…

/
Initially, 

In the m
iddle of the chapter/novel, the character/m

ood changes…
A

s the novel progresses, the character…
How

ever,
Furtherm

ore, 

By the end of the chapter/novel, the character/m
ood is…

Finally, 

C
onclusion

W
hat are your overall thoughts? How

 successful w
as the w

riter?
Ultim

ately, I w
as left w

ith a feeling of…
_________ m

ain m
essage w

as…
.

5. C
ontextual Inform

ation
C

an you link context to a specific m
om

ent in a text and help 
you understand the w

riter’s intentions at this point?

A
uthor inform

ation: W
hat do they usually w

rite about, w
hat 

influenced them
, w

hat w
as their life experience?

Era: W
hen w

as it w
ritten? W

hat did people at the tim
e 

believe about the w
orld that w

as different to w
hat w

e 
believe today?
Historical Events: W

ere there any big events that w
ill have 

affected the characters in the story?
Location: W

here w
as the book w

ritten or set? How
 does this 

affect w
hat w

e can expect from
 the characters in term

s of 
how

 they act the they w
ay they do and w

hy?
G

enre A
re there any techniques that are used in the story 

that are com
m

on in this particular style of novel?
A

udience How
 w

ould an audience in this tim
e/location react 

differently to us?

7. Further reading
The A

stonishing C
olour of A

fter -
Em

ily X.R. Pan
A

fter the Fire -W
ill Hill

G
eorge

-A
lex G

ino
C

ode N
am

e Verity –
E. W

ein
THUG

-A
ngie Thom

as
G

one
Series -M

ichael G
rant

O
rphan M

onster Spy -M
att Killeen

The C
hildren of Blood and Bone -

T A
deym

ei
The Handm

aids Tale -M
argaret 

A
tw

ood

The Big Lie -Julie M
ayhew

The Hobbit and The
Lord of the 

Rings -JRR Tolkein
The Kite Runner -Khalid Housseni
N

oughts and C
rosses series -

M
alorie Blackm

an
Lies W

e Tell O
urselves –

R. Talley
Pride and Prejudice -Jane A

ustin
O

liver Tw
ist -C

harles D
ickens

The Help -Katheryn Stockett
The Book Thief -M

arkus Zusak
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 To
 p
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.
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ea
r 9

 st
ud

en
ts

 in
 y

ou
r c
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La
ng
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ge
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, p
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ut
: 6

 p
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s i
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 c
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us

io
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 m
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w
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le

tte
r.

A
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ot
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t s
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ry
 to
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t y
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r i
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a

Pr
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ou
ns

:I
, y

ou
, h

e,
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e,
 w
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Fa
ct
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so

m
et

hi
ng

 p
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ve
n 

to
 b
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O
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 p
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 u
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e 
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m

e 
w

or
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ra
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 m
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e 

th
an

 o
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Rh
et
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 Q

ue
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io
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:a
 

qu
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tio
n 

th
at

 d
oe

sn
’t

 re
qu

ire
 

an
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w

er
 b

ut
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

s 
de

ep
er

 th
ou
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t.

Ex
ag

ge
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 m
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g 
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 o
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r 
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e 

to
p 
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ot
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La
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