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5. Rural to Urban M
igration 

The continent of Asia  

4. Clim
ate graph 

of Delhi , India  

3. and 6. Developm
ent Inequality across Asia since 1900 

M
any Indian people have done so, or are considering 

the m
ove to the city.  Som

e people m
igrate by choice, 

others by necessity—
in the hope of securing a better 

future. M
otivation to leave a place is called a ‘push 

factor’, the attraction of an alternate place is called a 
‘pull factor’. India’s urban populations are increasing 
rapidly and although it m

ake take a very long tim
e, a 

better life can be achieved by a large am
ount of 

m
igrants w

ho m
ake the m

ove to the city.   

3 & 5 India’s grow
ing cities—

problem
s or progress? 

Absolute location 
Relative location 

Precise facts about place location. You can 
use continent, the region w

ithin the conti-
nent, latitude and longitude and reference 
to the relative size of the location in ques-
tion. For exam

ple, Russia is the largest 
country in Asia located across the entire 
northern edge of the continent . 

Use neighbouring countries, bodies of 
w

ater—
such as seas and oceans and 

m
ountain ranges as references points. 

Use vocabulary based on com
pass direc-

tions to link to your location. For exam
-

ple, M
ongolia is south of Russia and 

north of China. 

The m
onsoons are seasonal w

ind patterns that affect m
any countries in the tropical 

and sub-tropical regions of the w
orld. In India’s case, as the northern hem

isphere 
sum

m
er begins, the intense sun heat bakes the country and tem

peratures can soar into the 40°Cs! The hot air over the 
country rises—

w
hich draw

s the w
ind in from

 over the Indian Ocean to the south. (see red arrow
s on m

ap to left). The tropical 
m

aritim
e air brings m

oisture and therefore heavy rainfall (see clim
ate graph). As the Autum

n sets in, the w
inds sw

itch direc-
tion and the band of heavy rains returns southw

ards (see green arrow
s on m

ap), and the m
onsoon season ends.  

4. M
onsoon Seasons 

India has m
any m

egacities: 
populations of 10 m

illion or 
m

ore. There are huge inequali-
ties w

ithin such cities in India 
w

hereby the very w
ealthy, all 

the w
ay dow

n to the hom
eless, 

live w
ithin the sam

e urban 
area. The city of M

um
bai 

contains the m
ost expensive 

hom
e in the w

orld—
valued at 

over $1bn—
w

hilst in the sam
e city, m

illions of people live in slum
s. Slum

s are un-
planned, unregulated squatter settlem

ents that spraw
l on the edges of cities or occupy 

any available space w
ithin the city. They are often built in areas threatened by floods, 

landslides and other hazards. Disease is com
m

on due to a lack of sanitation. How
ever, 

Dharavi slum
 is also a hive of business activity w

hereby busy locals are w
orking to create 

products sold to a com
bined value of over $1bn. a year! Education access is im

proving 
and this m

akes Dharavi a beacon of hope w
hereby the next generation of India doctors 

Annual Income per person (US$) 

Asia has extrem
e inequality (com

pared to Europe for exam
ple) w

ith som
e countries still classed as LICs, 

yet som
e are successful HICs. Som

e countries have vast oil w
ealth—

such as Saudi Arabia, w
hilst others 

have been devastated by w
ar (Afghanistan). M

any Asian countries are m
aking rapid econom

ic progress 
since the 1980s - w

ith countries like M
alaysia, Indonesia, India and especially China (the fastest grow

ing 
econom

y of them
 all); these are the New

ly Em
erging Econom

ies (NEEs).  

1. Biom
es of Asia 

2. Population 

Distribution 
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Standard of Living 
Quality of Life 

A quantifiable (objective) m
easure 

A m
easure of w

ealth (incom
e) 

A m
easure of m

aterial com
forts  available to 

people or a com
m

unity 

A m
easure of possessions and m

aterial 
good you m

ight ow
n 

A non-quantifiable (subjective) m
easure  

A m
easure of contentedness or   w

ellbeing 

Varies according to preference and experi-
ence 

A m
easurem

ent of m
ental health and life 

expectations 

Positive correlation 
Both values increase 

4. Em
ploym

ent structures 

Developm
ent  

The geographical concept and process of m
aking econom

ic and social progress  

Standard of Living (GNI 
per Capita) 

Average incom
e per person. The Gross National Incom

e is the m
oney generated by a country. ‘Per Capita’ 

m
eans per head of population. So GNI per Capita is the statistical average incom

e . 

Quality of Life 
A m

easure of how
 contented people are w

ith life. Happiness is subjective (an opinion) so this can only be 
m

easured by a range of other factors that influence peoples’ opinions about their lives. 

Social m
easure 

A statistic to m
easure the conditions of life for people NOT to do w

ith incom
e or m

oney. So, life expectan-
cy, access to w

ater (%
), daily calorie intake or fertility rate w

ould all be exam
ples. 

Econom
ic m

easure 
A statistic to m

easure the financial (m
oney) state people in a country are in—

m
ost com

m
only, the average 

incom
e per person, per year. 

HDI (Hum
an Develop-

m
ent Index 

The HDI value is a ‘socioeconom
ic’ statistic created by com

bining 3 other statistics together (average: 
incom

e, life expectancy and years of schooling) and putti
ng the w

orld’s countries in rank order from
 top to 

bottom
. 

HIC 
High Incom

e Country—
such as the UK—

w
hich has high average incom

e 

LIC 
Low

 Incom
e Country—

such as Kenya—
w

hich has a low
 average incom

e 

NEE 
New

ly Em
erging Econom

ies. Countries m
aking rapid econom

ic progress—
like China 

Birth/Death rate 
The num

ber of births/deaths per 1000 of population in a country per year. Countries w
ith high birth rates 

and low
 death rates w

ill have a rapidly increasing population 

Infant M
ortality 

The num
ber of infants w

ho are born alive but die before they are one year of age. The higher this value, 
the harder life is  in the country. 

Em
ploym

ent Structure 
The types of jobs people do from

 prim
ary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary. 

Life expectancy 
The average num

ber of years a person is likely to live in a given country. 

Literacy rate 
The percentage of a population w

ho can read and w
rite. M

ore recently, this m
easure is m

oving to 
‘average num

ber of years of schooling’. 

Doctor/Patient ratio 
The num

ber of patients per doctor in a country. As a rule, the higher the num
ber of patients, the w

orse 
the healthcare system

 is. 

Developm
ent is like a race for progress. How

-
ever, there w

as no clear start to the race and 
there is no ending—

as new
 progress w

ill al-
w

ays be m
ade. So som

e countries, like the UK 
and France, w

ere the front-runners back in the 
1800s and rem

ain one of the w
orld’s m

ost 
developed countries today—

called HICs. How
-

ever, som
e countries have only recently start-

ed m
aking progress (or had problem

s holding 
them

 back) such as Nigeria in Asia; these are 
LICs. Som

e countries started to developed 
later but are m

aking rapid progress—
such as 

China, India and Brazil; these countries are 
NEEs.  The scattergraph to the left show

s the 
different levels of developm

ent. 

2. & 3. M
easuring Developm

ent 
and Key Term

s 

A. Global incom
e global average per person w

as $10700 in 2010. The orange countries are 
below

 this value, the blue are above. Does this represent the full reality though? (X is India 
and Y is USA). 

1. The concept of developm
ent 

B. Cartogram
 of poor access to sanitation 

5. Econom
ic m

easures vs 6. Social m
easures 

M
ode 

The num
ber w

hich appears the m
ost often in a set 

of num
bers (data) 

Bi-m
odal 

If there are tw
o m

odes 

M
edian 

The num
ber in the m

iddle of the set w
hen the 

num
bers are put in ascending order 

Range 
Find the largest and sm

allest num
bers in the set 

and subtract them
 

M
ean 

Add up the num
bers and divide by how

 m
any 

there are in the set 

Scatter 
graph 

Used to show
 a relationship betw

een tw
o varia-

bles. For exam
ple, the average incom

e and life 
expectancy in a range of countries 

Anom
aly 

(Anom
alies) 

A piece of data that doesn’t fit w
ith the pattern 

show
n by the rest of the data. Plural is ‘anom

alies’ 

Line of best 
fit (trend 
line) 

Goes through the directional spread of the data. 
Has 50%

 of the plots on either side. Doesn’t have 
to go through the origin (w

here X and Y axis cross. 

Statistical Analysis Core skills 

B. This cartogram
 is a ‘distorted’ m

ap  w
hich changes the size of the countries to 

dem
onstrate the data value of the title. Country X is India—

a NEE. Clearly, m
any 

citizens do not have access to toilets or safe w
ater for hygiene. This is show

n by the 
size of the country sw

elling up. Country Y is USA—
a HIC. On the m

ap it has shrunken 
alm

ost com
pletely, w

hich tells us the people virtually all have access toilets and safe 
w

ater supplies for hygiene. Therefore all ‘developed countries have shrunken too 

A. Choropleth m
ap of countries above or 

below
 average global incom

e 

X 
Y 

X 

Y 

Scatter graph correlations  
Correlation m

eans a relationship betw
een tw

o sets of variables. For exam
ple, a positive 

correlation could be the harder you try at school, the better your grades w
ill be! 

No correlation                
No relationship   
betw

een X and Y values 

Negative correlation 
As X value increases, 
the Y value decrease 

You can tell a lot about a country by know
ing 

w
hat people do for em

ploym
ent. The larger 

the prim
ary sector is (jobs in farm

ing for 
exam

ple), the less developed the country is. 
Countries w

ith a large secondary sector 
(m

anufacturing) are often NEEs. Countries 
w

ith big tertiary sectors (the service industry) 
are generally the HICs; these countries often 
have a grow

ing quaternary sector too. Jobs in 
the quaternary sector provide services for 
other businesses—

such as research and 
developm

ent and IT support. 

Presentation: These ‘divided bars’ below
, are 

an alternate to a pie chart (show
ing %

 data) 
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ei
r c

ou
nt

ry
 o

f 
or

ig
in

, t
he

 w
or

ld
’s 

en
or

m
ou

s v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f c

ul
tu

re
s, 

tr
ad

i-
tio

ns
, r

el
ig

io
ns

, b
el

ie
fs

 a
nd

 la
ng

ua
ge

s h
av

e 
ne

ve
r b

ee
n 

so
 

in
te

rc
on

ne
ct

ed
 in

to
 a

 g
lo

ba
l c

om
m

un
ity

; t
hi

s i
s c

al
le

d 
m

ul
tic

ul
tu

ra
lis

m
. 

Co
nt

ai
ne

ris
ati

on
 

Th
e 

hu
m

bl
e 

co
nt

ai
ne

r—
th

at
 yo

u 
se

e 
on

 th
e 

ba
ck

 o
f l

or
rie

s 
th

at
 ru

m
bl

e 
pa

st
—

ha
s b

ee
n 

on
 a

n 
en

dl
es

s j
ou

rn
ey

 ca
rry

in
g 

go
od

s a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

s a
ro

un
d 

th
e 

w
or

ld
; f

ro
m

 lo
rr

y 
to

 p
or

t, 
po

rt 
to

 sh
ip

, s
hi

p 
to

 lo
rr

y a
nd

 o
ff 

ag
ai

n.
 C

on
ta

in
er

 te
ch

no
lo

gy
 h

as
 

tra
ns

fo
rm

ed
 a

nd
 st

an
da

rd
ise

d 
im

po
rts

 a
nd

 e
xp

or
ts

 g
lo

ba
lly

. 

TN
C 

ex
am

pl
es

: 
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‘Study figure X...’ 

Assessm
ent Objectives are the w

ays that your know
ledge of the subject 

could be assessed using the com
m

and w
ords. For exam

ple, the com
-

m
and w

ord ‘explain’ w
ould be AO2, and ‘evaluate’ w

ould be AO3.  

‘Using a case study or an 
‘exam

ple you have studied...’ 

The m
ajority of questions in geography GCSE exam

 
papers have a linked resource for you to include in your 
answ

er - such as photo, graph, m
ap, diagram

 of set of 
data. Before you even get to the question, you are com

-
m

and to ’study’ the resource; they’ve essentially given 
you som

ething to use in your answ
er—

so study it w
ell 

to find the best bits to include!  M
aps 

 Exam
ples of ‘Figures’ in exam

s: 

Com
m

and  
How

 do I respond in m
y w

riting ? 

Annotate 
Annotations are extended labels. W

hen annotating, you should w
rite brief 

descriptive or explanatory sentences linked to features referenced in the 
question. 

Assess 
Like analyse, assess m

eans to break the them
e of the question dow

n into parts 
but offer your opinion on the successes ands failures to reach an inform

ed 
judgem

ent. 

Calculate 
You need to use the data (num

bers) w
ithin the question, or resource that the 

question is based on, and apply a m
athem

atical function to get your answ
er.  

Com
pare 

An effective com
parison w

ill m
ake clear references to both sim

ilarities and 
differences betw

een the item
s w

ithin the questions.    

Com
plete 

You are directed to use inform
ation available to you (a resource w

ith the 
question or your know

ledge) to finish a task. This is m
ost com

m
only linked to 

cloze paragraphs (a.k.a. gap-fill) style questions. 

Contrast 
W

riting to show
 contrast w

ill m
ake clear references to just differences be-

tw
een the item

s w
ithin the questions.    

Describe 
W

rite details of w
hat the feature/item

 or them
e are like w

ithin the question. 
Do not explain as a description requires no explanation. 

Discuss 
Describe and explain a balance of the sim

ilarities and differences, or positives 
and negatives of w

hatever the question is about. Evidence is im
portant to 

include—
as is your opinion. Alw

ays add a conclusion to sum
m

arise your dis-
cussion. 

Draw
 

Using a pencil, produce a sim
ple diagram

 (plan view
/cross-section/ field sketch 

or box style) of the them
e w

ithin he question. Quite often, you w
ill be asked to 

label or annotate your draw
ing too  

Evaluate 
System

atically break dow
n the them

e of the question to m
ake an inform

ed 
judgem

ent supported by evidence for the strengths, w
eaknesses (or lim

ita-
tions), opportunities to im

prove a w
ay of w

orking or concept, to reach conclu-
sions. 

Explain 
Give reasons for w

hy som
ething is like it is. W

rite in a w
ay that show

s cause 
and effect. The w

ords ‘because’, ‘…
as a result’, ‘…

this is due to’, ‘consequently’ 
should be in your w

riting. 

Identify 
Identify the nam

e of a feature or item
 referenced in the question. Synonym

s 
are: give/nam

e or state. 

Label 
Labelling is sim

ply nam
ing features or parts of som

ething; these are not sen-
tences 

Justify 
W

rite a convincing argum
ent to reach a conclusion supported by evidence. 

Outline 
Give a brief overview

 of the w
hole them

e of the question. You can describe or 
explain just the m

ain points in lim
ited detail. The am

ount you w
rite depends 

on the am
ount of content w

ithin the question. 

Plot  
Add data (results or values) onto a graph. Read the axis labels carefully to 
understand the units. If present, your plotted data should ‘look’ like the other 
data already present on the graph.  

Suggest 
Explain a possible reason for them

e of the question. ’Suggest’ questions are 
asking you to put forw

ard an idea you have.  

To w
hat 

extent 
The question is asking how

 far you agree w
ith som

ething—
from

 fully agree to 
totally disagree—

often a statem
ent or a quote for exam

ple. Give your opinion 
im

m
ediately and exam

ine argum
ents that support and discount your opinion. 

Support w
ith evidence to reach a conclusion. 

A
O

1 
D

em
onstrate know

ledge of location, places, process-
es, patterns, environm

ents at different scales  

A
O

2 
D

em
onstrate geographical understanding of concepts 

and how
 they are used in relation to places, environ-

m
ents and processes; interrelationships betw

een plac-
es, environm

ents and processes.  

A
O

3 
A

pplication of know
ledge and understanding to inter-

pret, analyse and evaluate inform
ation and issues to 

m
ake judgem

ents.  

A
O

4 
Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and tech-
niques to investigate questions and issues and com

-
m

unicate finding.  

W
hen com

m
anded to ‘use an exam

ple’ in a question 
response, you m

ust try to link your know
ledge to a real 

w
orld exam

ple as evidence to dem
onstrate that you 

have understand beyond just a theory or idea.  

In addition to learning lots of ‘exam
ples’ at GCSE level, 

you w
ill learn a sm

all selection of detailed ‘case studies’; 
these cover know

ledge of specific im
portant geograph-

ical events or phenom
ena, or im

portant places. Unlike 
‘exam

ples’, you w
ill definitely get exam

ined on your 
know

ledge of ‘case studies’ at GCSE level 

Photos Diagram
s 

Graphs 


