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  H
istory is fu

ll of stories…
 

H
ere are som

e of the big M
edieval ones 

          
   

                  

       
 

     7.  

      
 

 

      
 

                 

88..  W
e usu

ally say M
edieval tim

es (or the 
M

iddle A
ges) date from

 10
0

0
-15

0
0

 A
D

 
 If w

e w
ant to be m

ore specific, w
e can say that it starts and ends 

w
ith tw

o battles, the Battle of Hastings in 1066 and the Battle of 
Bosw

orth in 1485.  A King died at both these battles: Harold 
Godw

inson in 1066, and w
hen King Richard III is killed in 1485, the 

TUDOR royal fam
ily com

es to the throne.   
 The Tudor period is plagued w

ith pow
er struggles, and religion plays 

a very im
portant part in this. A huge split in the church rocks 

Europe…
 

 Christianity (the Catholic Church, w
ith the Pope in Rom

e) had been 
the m

ain religion in Europe for centuries…
BUT a BIG split in religion 

began around 1500.  Som
e people began PROTESTING about the 

Catholic Church, so w
ere called PROTESTANTS. 

                                    
 

The m
an in the picture is M

artin Luther.  He w
as one of the first to 

protest against the Catholic Church.  “Indulgences” w
ere one of the 

big things he protested about.  It m
eans that the Church w

ould 
forgive for your sins if you paid them

 som
e m

oney!  Other things 
people protested about w

ere: 

i)Paying a 10%
 tax called tithes to the church 

ii)Som
e people thought bishops and archbishops w

ere corrupt  

iii)Som
etim

es they broke their vow
s of chastity (not getting m

arried 
or having children) and poverty. 

iv)Som
e people thought it w

as w
rong for Catholic Church services 

and the Bible to be in Latin.  They protested that it should be in 
English so people could understand it.  
 How

ever, som
e churchm

en did their jobs w
ell, looked after the poor 

and sick and gave people hope in their difficult lives 

History 
Year 7 Spring Term

 

3.          1215: King John and M
agna Carta 

King John fell out w
ith his barons (rich noblem

en w
ho expected to be 

involved in running the country) They forced him
 to sign the ‘Great 

Charter’ (M
agna Carta) to share som

e of his pow
er w

ith them
.  But 

has King John been unfairly blam
ed for w

hat w
ent w

rong in his reign?  
Have historians treated him

 unfairly? 

4.         1348: The Black Death 

The ‘m
ost terrible of all terrors’. The Bubonic Plague sw

ept across 
Europe, carried by fleas living on the black rats on trade ships from

 
China.  Nearly half of the population of Europe died!  No one at the 
tim

e understood w
hy.  W

hat did they do?! They prayed to God to 
show

 they w
ere sorry for their sins, tried various ‘rem

edies’, none of 
w

hich w
orked, and locked infected people in their hom

es.  W
hat else? 

5.       1381: The Peasants Revolt 

After the terrors of the Black Death, then years of w
ages being 

controlled, and having no rights, the peasants took their 
grievances to King Richard II (w

ho w
as only 14!) in a huge 

rebellion w
hich sw

ept across England.  

6.                 The Crusades, from
 1095 

The big, religious ‘clash’ of the M
iddle Ages.  Knights from

 
England, France and Germ

any w
alked thousands of m

iles to 
the ‘Holy Land’ (Jerusalem

) to fight M
uslim

 w
arriors to get 

control of the Holy Places…
and to take over land and steal 

riches!  

W
h

ich
 pictu

re illu
strates w

h
ich

 of the 6
 

stories? 

2. 
1170: The M

urder in the Cathedral. 

Thom
as Becket w

as the Archbishop of Canterbury during the 
reign of Henry II.  Becket w

as m
urdered by som

e of Henry II’s 
knights…

at the altar of his ow
n cathedral!  It w

as a shocking 
m

om
ent in m

edieval history. 

 1. 
1135-53: The Anarchy. 

Henry I prom
ised the throne to his daughter, M

atilda, after his 
son died. W

ould this be the first tim
e England had a fem

ale 
king? W

hen Henry I died, M
atilda’s cousin Stephen took the 

throne resulting in a brutal civil w
ar that plunged England into 

anarchy.  
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