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7.2 SOURCES OF AUTRORITY

Key Construct: R1. Sources of authority are interpreted for wisdom and guidance.

Section C: Core Content

A)

P\&
h mcﬁﬂnmw%ﬁ
B ; autor

1. Authority—to have wisdom,
knowledge or power above that of
others.

2. Prophet—a person with a
message about God, religion or
morality.

3. Revelation—when information is
given to a prophet. B)

4. Announcement—what should be
encouraged or considered right.

5. Denouncement—what should be
discouraged or considered wrong.

Section B: Component Knowledge

1. A source of authority can consist
of wisdom (knowledge) and
prophecy (predictions) about the
world.

2. Prophets deliver messages which
can be announcements and
denouncements.

3. Jonah, Muhammad (pbuh), Shane correct.

Claibourne and Maria Gomez are

all religious prophets.

4. Prophets could be non-religious,

for example David Attenborough I'm an Atheist

Learning Milestone Tasks

idols (false gods) and announced the Shari

—S—

Section A: Key Vocabulary e = Holy texts are believed to be sources of authority because they contain wisdom and
*& »J instructions from God about how to live within the world.

~ 4] ] 2 roundrs o = Some faith communities have more than one holy text they refer which can make some
* t texts more reliable than others based on who wrote them, when and why.

=7

3.4 Does the world need prophets today?

Enquiry Question:
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= Prophets and religious leaders are considered sources of authority because they have a
closer connection with God than others.

= The role of a prophet is to announce a positive message; predict a future event or
denounce actions which go against God’s teachings.

= Religious prophets bring messages from God to encourage better worship; moral good-
ness; conversion to the faith; discourage immorality; criticise injustice or bring hope.

= Religious prophets have information revealed to them through visions, dreams, angels or di-
vine inspiration. This is known as revelation.

= Jonah was a prophet who was sent to the sinful city of Nineveh to announce that if they did
not change their ways God would destroy them. In the end, God shows the city mercy
thanks to the messages from Jonah.

= Muhammad is known as the Seal of the Prophets for Muslims. He denounced the worship of
ah (straight path for getting to paradise)

= Maria Gomez and Shane Claibourne are modern Christian prophets; Maria died for her
beliefs in equality and justice for El Salvador; Shane Claibourne is a writer and speaker

=  Non-religious prophets including Sir David Attenborough and Greta Thunberg are not bringing
God’s messages but could still be considered prophets for the impact they have had on the world.

=  Greta and Sir David both continue to denounce the ways humans are continuing the damage and
mistreat the environment and living things.

=  Both have made predictions about the effects of global warming; many of which have been proven

= Holy texts also provide announcements and denouncements; they also contain about historical
events and moral stories to convey the effects of certain actions.

because I would = The Bible is a 'library’ of different books written by different Christian authors about God, humans and
and Greta Thunberg e ller foce how the world works.

5. Religious texts are often treated the ugly truth = The Qur‘an is holy text of Islam and is the recited ‘word of Allah’ therefore Muslims treat it with
differently to regular texts than take comfort extraordinary care and respect and young/new Muslims will attend lessons to help read the Arabic text.
Umnmcm.m they are sources of in,a beautiful lie = Humanists/Atheists rely on multiple sources of authority to guide them including politics and law,
authority. science, reason, conscience, role models as well as some religious and non-religious texts.

Can you explain what makes
certain texts and certain people
‘sources of authority;?

Can you describe what a holy
text is and what it contains?

Can you create a profile for one of the
religious or non-religious prophets?

Can you explain the impact of David
Attenborough? Has it been positive or
negative?

Can you describe how Humanists and
Atheists know the difference between good/
bad they don’t have a text to guide them?
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7.4 Hindu Beliers anad Teachings

Key Construct: R2. Beliefs and teachings are what form the basis of a religion.

Section A: Key Vocabulary

Atman—the Hindu word for soul

Karma—the consequences of your
positive and negative actions

Dharma—your duty according to
your stage of life and place in
society

Moksha—liberation or freedom
from the cycle of samsara

Samsara—cycle of birth, death
and rebirth

Section B: Component Knowledge

1.

Hindus believe that an atman
(soul) moves from one life to the
next taking only karma with it.

Each samsara life cycle allows the
atman to accumulate positive and/
or negative karma.

Hindu’s want to release their
atman from the cycle; this is
called Moksha.

Ashrama are the four stages of
life; student, householder, retired
and renouncer; and each one has
it’s dharma (duties).

Varna are the four levels of
society; brahmin, kshatriya,
vaishya and sudra; and each one
has it’s dharma (duties).

Learning Milestone Tasks

Section C: Core Content

A) .
Birth
re”

Moksha Samsara

Death
B)

BRAHMIN
priests, scholars
and teachers
KSHATRIYA

rulers, warriors, administrators

VAISHYA

agriculturalists and merchants

Life

SUDRA

laborers and service providers

_ UNTOUCHABLE

tanners, , tanners,

s S S S ST

Enquiry Question:

3.9 Why don’t Hindus want to be remanifested
and what do they do about t?

—S——

[—3

Brahman (God) can be represented by the ocean - (beyond human understanding, always
changing, giving life to the world)

Every creature has an atman (soul) within it. This is like Brahman but separate from him and
stuck in samsara. Like a drop of water in a bucket.

Before being born human, an atman (soul) works up through the animal and plant stages of life.

Religion & Philosophy | 81

Hindus aim to free their atman from samsara completely, so it can be with Brahman (where it
belongs) and so that it doesn’t have to be remanifested (reborn) again. This is Moksha!

The varna system is based on karma, meaning those at the top of society are closest to
achieving Moksha and being free from the system forever.
Your karma from your past lives is what decides where in society you belong.

Each level has specific jobs and expectations of behaviour and morality and should not be
changed or ignored. This is your varna-dharma.

Brahmins are the priests/religious leaders and gurus: Kshatriyas are the political/social/
military rulers and warriors: Vaishyas are the skilled workers business and land owners; Sudras
are the unskilled workers, labourers and service providers.

The Untouchables are considered impure because of their negative karma and are therefore not
permitted to be fully a part of the varna society.

Treatment of the Untouchables can be very bad and campaigners such as Mohandas K Gandhi
believe it is part of their dharma to protect and help them.

Hindu scripture recognises four stages of life, called ashramas and each stage has associated
duties (dharma) everyone is expected to do. These are your ashrama-dharma.

The first stage dharma is learning, being a pupil or student—a person living in this stage is called
Brahmachari.

The second stage dharma is being a householder and parent—this stage is called Grihasta.

The third stage dharma is retirement from work, teaching younger generations and developing
spiritual practices—this stage is called Vanaprastha.

The fourth stage is where some people give up (renounce) all the things of this world to devote
themselves completely to their spirituality. This stage is not for everyone - a person living in the
fourth ashrama is called a Sannyasin.

The ancient Indian poem Ramayana is one of the most important in Hindu literature. It follows
the adventures of Prince Rama as he rescues his wife Sita from the demon king Ravana.

Prince Rama is considered the perfect example of following dharma. He has to make multiple decisions in
the story about how best to follow his dharma so his karma is not affected.

He is born as a kshatriya (ruler) and becomes an excellent bowman (warrior); he also has a devoted wife as
he is in the grihasta ashrama.

Rama defeats the demon and therefore proves that light/goodness will always conquer evil/darkness.

Can you describe what the
atman is and how it links to
karma?

Can you draw your own labelled
version if the samsara cycle of birth,

death and rebirth?

Can you create a series of

Can you explain reasons for and
against having a group called
Untouchables?

Can you explain why Rama is the
perfect example of a person who
follows dharma?

illustrations for the four
ashramas?
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