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h
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h
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n
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S
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e
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o

ca
b

u
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ry
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A
u

th
o

rity
—

to h
ave w

isd
om

, 
kn

ow
led

g
e or p

ow
er ab

ove th
at of 

oth
ers.  

2
. 

P
ro

p
h

e
t—

a p
erson

 w
ith

 a       
m

essag
e abou

t G
od, relig

ion
 or 

m
orality. 

3
. 

R
e

v
e

la
tio

n
—

w
h
en

 in
form

ation
 is 

g
iven

 to a p
rop

h
et.  

4
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A
n

n
o

u
n

ce
m

e
n

t—
w

h
at sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

en
cou

raged
 or con

sid
ered

 rig
h
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5
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D
e

n
o

u
n

ce
m

e
n

t—
w

h
at sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

d
iscou

rag
ed
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sid

ered
 w

ron
g
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o
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o

n
te

n
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) 


 

H
oly texts are believed

 to be so
u

rce
s o

f a
u

th
o

rity
 becau

se th
ey con

tain
 w

isd
o

m
 an

d
           

in
stru

ctio
n

s from
 G

od
 ab

ou
t h

ow
 to live w

ith
in

 th
e w

orld
.  


 

S
om

e faith
 com

m
u
n
ities h

ave m
ore th

an
 on

e h
oly text th

ey refer w
h
ich

 can
 m

ake som
e 

texts m
ore re

lia
b

le
 th

an
 oth

ers b
ased

 on
 w

h
o w

rote th
em

, w
h
en

 an
d
 w

h
y.  


 

Prop
h
ets an

d
 relig

iou
s lead

ers are con
sid

ered
 sou

rces of au
th

ority b
ecau

se th
ey h

ave a  
closer co

n
n

e
ctio

n
 w

ith
 G

o
d

 th
an

 oth
ers.  
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T
h
e role of a p

rop
h
et is to a

n
n

o
u

n
ce

 a p
ositive m

essage; p
re

d
ict a fu

tu
re even

t or        
d

e
n

o
u

n
ce

 action
s w

h
ich

 g
o ag

ain
st G

od
’s teach

in
g
s.  
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)  


 

R
elig

iou
s p

rop
h
ets b

rin
g
 m

e
ssa

g
e

s fro
m

 G
o

d
 to en

cou
rag

e b
etter w

orsh
ip

; m
oral g

ood
-

n
ess; con

version
 to th

e faith
; d

iscou
rag

e im
m
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ju

stice or b
rin

g
 h

op
e.  
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R
elig

iou
s p

rop
h
ets h

ave in
form
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 to th
em

 th
rou

g
h
 vision

s, d
ream

s, an
g
els or d

i-
vin

e in
sp

iration
. T

h
is is kn

ow
n
 as re

v
e

la
tio

n
.  
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Jo
n

a
h

 w
as a p

rop
h
et w

h
o w

as sen
t to th

e sin
fu

l city of N
in

eveh
 to an

n
ou

n
ce th

at if th
ey d

id
 

n
ot ch

an
g
e th

eir w
ays G

od
 w

ou
ld

 d
estroy th

em
. In

 th
e en

d
, G

od
 sh

ow
s th

e city m
e

rcy
 

th
an

ks to th
e m

essag
es from

 Jon
ah

. 


 

M
u

h
a

m
m

a
d

 is kn
ow

n
 as th

e S
eal of th

e Prop
h
ets for M

u
slim

s. H
e d

en
ou

n
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 th
e w

orsh
ip

 of 
id

ols (false g
od

s) an
d
 an

n
ou

n
ced

 th
e S

h
a

ri’a
h

 (straig
h
t p

ath
 for g

ettin
g
 to p

arad
ise) 


 

M
a

ria
 G

o
m

e
z an

d
 S

h
a

n
e

 C
la

ib
o

u
rn

e
 are m

odern
 C

h
ristian
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rop

h
ets; M

aria d
ied

 for h
er 

b
eliefs in

 e
q

u
a

lity
 an

d
 ju

stice
 for E

l S
alvad

or; S
h
an

e C
laib

ou
rn

e is a w
riter an

d
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eaker 

C
)  


 

N
on-religious prophets including S

ir D
avid

 A
tten

b
orou

gh
 and G

reta Th
u

n
b

erg
 are not bringing 

G
od’s m

essages but could still be considered prophets for the im
pact they have had on the w

orld.  


 

G
reta and S

ir D
avid both continue to d

en
ou

n
ce the w

ays hum
ans are continuing the dam

age and       
m

istreat the en
viron

m
en

t and living things.  


 

B
oth have m

ade p
red

iction
s about the effects of global w

arm
ing; m

any of w
hich have been proven      

correct.  

D
)  


 

H
oly texts also provide announcem

ents and denouncem
ents; they also contain about h

istorical 
even

ts and m
oral stories to convey the effects of certain actions. 


 

The B
ible is a ‘lib

rary’ of different books w
ritten by different C

hristian authors about G
od, hum

ans and 
how

 the w
orld w

orks. 


 

The Q
ur’an is holy text of Islam

 and is the recited
 ‘w

ord of A
llah’ therefore M

uslim
s treat it w

ith       
extraordinary care and respect and young/new

 M
uslim

s w
ill attend lessons to help read the A

rabic text.  


 

H
u

m
an

ists/A
th

eists rely on m
ultiple sources of authority to guide them

 including p
olitics and law

,      
scien

ce, reason
, con

scien
ce, role m

odels as w
ell as som

e religious and non-religious texts.  
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w

orld
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 b
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3
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h
am
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ad

 (p
b
u
h
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h
an

e 
C

laib
ou

rn
e an

d
 M

aria G
om
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all relig
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s p
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ets.  

4
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 b
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g
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berg

 

5
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R
elig
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s texts are often

 treated
 

d
ifferen

tly to reg
u
lar texts        

b
ecau

se th
ey are sou

rces of      
au

th
ority.  

E
n

q
u

iry
 Q

u
e

stio
n

:  

3.4 Does the w
orld need prophets today?

 

L
e

a
rn

in
g

 M
ile

sto
n

e
 T

a
sk

s
 

C
a

n
 yo

u
 d
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 p
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 d
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e d
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f D
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 p
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s o
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s p

ro
p

h
ets? 



80 | Religion & Philosophy

K
e

y
 C

o
n

st
ru

ct
: 

P
1

. 
A

 m
o

d
e

rn
 g

lo
b

a
l 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y
 i

s 
m

a
d

e
 u

p
 o

f 
d

iv
e

rs
e

 r
e

li
g

io
n

s 
a

n
d

 c
u

lt
u

re
s.

  

S
e

ct
io

n
 A

: 
K

e
y

 V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry
 

1
. 

G
u

ru
—

a 
te

ac
h
er

 o
f 

sp
ir

it
u
al

 o
r 

 
re

lig
io

u
s 

m
at

te
rs

. 

2
. 

L
a

n
g

a
r—

fr
ee

 k
it

ch
en

 o
pe

n
 t

o 
al

l 
in

si
d
e 

a 
G

u
rd

w
ar

a.
 

3
. 

G
u

rd
w

a
ra

—
S

ik
h
 p

la
ce

 o
f 

w
or

sh
ip

; 
h
ou

se
 o

f 
th

e 
g
u
ru

. 

4
. 

S
e

w
a

—
se

lf
le

ss
 s

er
vi

ce
 t

o 
  

  
  

  
h
u
m

an
it

y.
 

5
. 

K
h

a
ls

a
—

 C
om

m
u
n
it

y 
of

 S
ik

h
s 

w
h
o 

h
av

e 
ch

os
en

 t
o 

jo
in

 t
h
e 

S
ik

h
 

b
ro

th
er

h
oo

d
. 

 

S
e

ct
io

n
 C

: 
C

o
re

 C
o

n
te

n
t 

 

A
) 

G
u
ru

 N
an

ak
 


 

N
an

ak
 w

as
 b

or
n
 t

o 
a 

H
in

d
u

 f
a

m
il

y
 i

n
 1

4
6
9
, 

h
is

 b
el

ie
fs

 t
ak

e 
in

sp
ir

at
io

n
 f

ro
m

 h
is

 f
am

ily
’s

 
fa

it
h
. 

 


 

Ja
n

a
 s

a
k

h
is

 (
st

or
ie

s)
 a

re
 t

ol
d
 t

o 
re

m
em

b
er

 k
ey

 e
ve

n
ts

 i
n
 h

is
 l

if
e.

  


 

N
an

ak
 w

as
 l

os
t 

u
n
de

rw
at

er
 f

or
 3

 d
ay

s 
as

 h
e 

co
m

m
u

n
ic

a
te

d
 w

it
h

, 
an

d
 l

ea
rn

t 
fr

om
, 

G
o

d
. 


 

N
an

ak
 w

as
 o

ff
er

ed
 t

w
o 

lo
a

v
e

s 
o

f 
b

re
a

d
, 

h
e 

u
se

d
 t

h
em

 t
o 

d
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 t
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 p
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 f
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b
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 f
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b
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h
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
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 b
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 c
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
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ur
dw

ar
a 

is
 a

ny
 b
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n
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 d
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
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 or freed
om

 
from

 th
e cycle of sam

sara
 

5
. 

S
a

m
sa

ra
—

cycle of b
irth

, d
eath

 
an

d
 reb

irth
 

 

S
e

ctio
n

 C
: C

o
re

 C
o

n
te

n
t 

 

A
) 


 

B
ra

h
m

a
n

 (G
o

d
) can

 b
e represen

ted
 b

y th
e ocean

 - (b
eyon

d
 h

u
m

an
 u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
, alw

ays 
ch

an
g
in

g
, g

ivin
g
 life to th

e w
orld

)  


 

E
very creatu

re h
as an

 a
tm

a
n

 (so
u

l) w
ith

in
 it. T

h
is is like B

rah
m

an
 bu

t separate from
 h

im
 an

d 
stu

ck in
 sam

sara. Like a d
rop

 of w
ater in

 a b
u
cket. 


 

B
efore bein

g
 b

orn
 h

u
m

an
, an

 atm
an

 (sou
l) w

orks u
p
 th

rou
g
h
 th

e an
im

al an
d
 p

lan
t stag

es of life. 


 

H
in

d
u
s aim

 to fre
e

 th
e

ir a
tm

a
n

 fro
m

 sa
m

sa
ra

 com
p
letely, so it can

 b
e w

ith
 B

rah
m

an
 (w

h
ere it 

b
elon

g
s) an

d
 so th

at it d
oesn

’t h
ave to b

e re
m

a
n

ife
ste

d
 (re

b
o

rn
) again

. T
h
is is M

o
k

sh
a

!  

B
)  


 

T
h
e varn

a system
 is b

a
se

d
 o

n
 k

a
rm

a
, m

ean
in

g
 th

ose at th
e top

 of society are closest to    
ach

ievin
g
 M

oksh
a an

d
 b

ein
g
 free from

 th
e system

 forever.  


 

Y
ou

r k
a

rm
a

 fro
m

 y
o

u
r p

a
st liv

e
s is w

h
at d

ecid
es w

h
ere in

 society you
 b

elon
g
.  


 

E
ach

 level h
as specific job

s an
d
 exp

ectation
s of b

eh
aviou

r an
d
 m

orality an
d
 sh

ou
ld

 n
ot b

e 
ch

an
g
ed

 or ig
n
ored. T

h
is is you

r v
a

rn
a

-d
h

a
rm

a
.  


 

B
ra

h
m

in
s are th

e p
riests/relig

iou
s lead

ers an
d
 gu

ru
s: K

sh
a

triy
a

s are th
e p

olitical/social/
m

ilitary ru
lers an

d
 w

arriors: V
a

ish
y

a
s are th

e skilled
 w

orkers b
u
sin

ess an
d
 lan

d
 ow

n
ers; S

u
d

ra
s 

are th
e u

n
skilled

 w
orkers, lab

ou
rers an

d
 service p

rovid
ers.  


 

T
h
e U

n
to

u
ch

a
b

le
s are con

sid
ered

 im
p
u
re b

ecau
se of th

eir n
eg

ative karm
a an

d
 are th

erefore n
ot 

p
erm

itted
 to be fu

lly a p
art of th

e varn
a society.  


 

T
reatm

en
t of th

e U
n
tou

ch
ab

les can
 be very b

ad
 an

d
 cam

p
aig

n
ers su

ch
 as M

o
h

a
n

d
a

s K
 G

a
n

d
h

i 
b
elieve it is p

art of th
eir d

h
arm

a to p
rotect an

d
 h

elp
 th

em
.  

C
)  


 

H
in

d
u
 scrip

tu
re recog

n
ises fo

u
r sta

g
e

s o
f life

, called
 ash

ram
as an

d
 each

 stag
e h

as a
sso

cia
te

d
 

d
u

tie
s (d

h
arm

a) everyon
e is exp

ected
 to d

o. T
h
ese are you

r a
sh

ra
m

a
-d

h
a

rm
a

.  


 

T
h
e first stage d

h
arm

a is learn
in

g
, b

ein
g
 a p

u
p
il or stu

d
en

t—
a p

erson
 livin

g
 in

 th
is stag

e is called
 

B
ra

h
m

a
ch

a
ri. 


 

T
h
e secon

d
 stage dh

arm
a is b

ein
g
 a h

ou
seh

old
er an

d
 p

aren
t—

th
is stag

e is called
 G

rih
a

sta
.  


 

T
h
e th

ird
 stag

e d
h
arm

a is retirem
en

t from
 w

ork, teach
in

g you
n
g
er gen

eration
s an

d
 d

evelop
in

g
 

sp
iritu

al p
ractices—

th
is stag

e is called
 V

a
n

a
p

ra
sth

a
.  


 

T
h
e fou

rth
 stag

e is w
h
ere som

e peop
le g

ive u
p
 (re

n
o

u
n

ce
) all th

e th
in

g
s of th

is w
orld

 to d
evote 

th
em

selves com
p
letely to th

eir sp
iritu

ality. T
h
is stag

e is n
ot for everyon

e –
 a p

erson
 livin

g
 in

 th
e 

fou
rth

 ash
ram

a is called
 a

 S
a

n
n

y
a

sin
. 

D
)  


 

The ancient Indian poem
 R

am
ayana is one of the m

ost im
portant in H

indu literature. It follow
s 

the adventures of P
rin

ce R
am

a as he rescues his w
ife S

ita from
 the dem

on king R
avan

a.  


 

Prince R
am

a is considered the p
erfect exam

p
le of follow

in
g

 d
h

arm
a. H

e has to m
ake m

ultiple decisions in 
the story about how

 best to follow
 his dharm

a so his karm
a is not affected.  


 

H
e is born as a ksh

atriya (ruler) and becom
es an excellent bow

m
an (w

arrior); he also has a devoted w
ife as 

he is in the g
rih

asta ash
ram

a.  


 

R
am

a defeats the dem
on and therefore proves that lig

h
t/g

ood
n

ess w
ill alw

ays con
q

u
er evil/d

arkn
ess.  

 

S
e

ctio
n

 B
: C

o
m

p
o

n
e

n
t K

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 

1
. 

H
in

d
u
s b

elieve th
at an

 atm
an

 
(sou

l) m
oves from

 on
e life to th

e 
n
ext takin

g
 on

ly karm
a w

ith
 it.  

2
. 

E
ach

 sam
sara life cycle allow

s th
e 

atm
an

 to accu
m

u
late p

ositive an
d
/

or n
eg

ative karm
a.  

3
. 

H
in

d
u
’s w

an
t to release th

eir     
atm

an
 from

 th
e cycle; th

is is 
called

 M
oksh

a. 

4
. 

A
sh

ram
a are th

e fou
r stag

es of 
life; stu

d
en

t, h
ou

seh
old

er, retired
 

an
d
 ren

ou
n
cer; an

d each
 on

e h
as 

it’s d
h
arm

a (d
u
ties). 

5
. 

V
arn

a are th
e fou

r levels of       
society; brah

m
in

, ksh
atriya, 

vaish
ya an

d
 su

d
ra; an

d
 each

 on
e 

h
as it’s d

h
arm

a (d
u
ties). 

E
n

q
u

iry
 Q

u
e

stio
n

:  

3
.9

 W
h
y d

on
’t H

in
d
u
s w

an
t to b

e re
m

a
n

ife
ste

d
 

an
d
 w

h
at d

o th
ey d

o ab
ou

t it? 

L
e

a
rn

in
g

 M
ile

sto
n

e
 T

a
sk

s
 

C
a

n
 yo

u
 d

escrib
e w

h
a

t th
e 

a
tm

a
n

 is a
n

d
 h

o
w

 it lin
k

s to
 

k
a

rm
a

?  

C
a

n
 yo

u
 d

ra
w

 yo
u

r o
w

n
 la

b
elled

     
v

ersio
n

 if th
e sa

m
sa

ra
 cycle o

f b
irth

, 
d

ea
th

 a
n

d
 reb

irth
? 

C
a

n
 yo

u
 exp

la
in

 w
h

y R
a

m
a

 is th
e 

p
erfect exa

m
p

le o
f a

 p
erso

n
 w

h
o

 
fo

llo
w

s d
h

a
rm

a
?  

C
a

n
 yo

u
 crea

te a
 series o

f       
illu

stra
tio

n
s fo

r th
e fo

u
r           

a
sh

ra
m

a
s? 

C
a

n
 yo

u
 exp

la
in

 rea
so

n
s fo

r a
n

d
 

a
g

a
in

st h
a

v
in

g
 a

 g
ro

u
p

 ca
lled

   
U

n
to

u
ch

a
b

les? 
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K
e

y
 C

o
n

st
ru

ct
: 

R
3

. 
R

e
li

g
io

u
s 

p
ra

ct
ic

e
s 

a
re

 p
e

rf
o

rm
e

d
 t

o
 r

e
fl

e
ct

 r
e

li
g

io
u

s 
b

e
li

e
fs

 a
n

d
 v

a
lu

e
s.

  

S
e

ct
io

n
 A

: 
K

e
y

 V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry
 

1
. 

K
o

sh
e

r—
Je

w
is

h
 w

or
d
 f

or
 

fo
od

 w
h
ic

h
 a

re
 p

er
m

it
te

d
. 

2
. 

F
a

st
in

g
—

n
ot

 e
at

in
g
 o

r 
 

d
ri

n
ki

n
g
 c

er
ta

in
 f

oo
d
s/

d
ri

n
ks

 
at

 c
er

ta
in

 t
im

es
. 

3
. 

P
il

g
ri

m
a

g
e

—
a 

re
lig

io
u
s 

 
jo

u
rn

ey
 t

o 
a 

sa
cr

ed
 p

la
ce

. 

4
. 

E
id

 a
l 

F
it

r—
Is

la
m

ic
  

  
  

  
 

ce
le

b
ra

ti
on

 a
t 

th
e 

en
d
 o

f 
R

am
ad

an
. 

5
. 

S
a

cr
e

d
—

so
m

et
h
in

g 
w

it
h
  

  
re

lig
io

u
s 

si
g
n

if
ic

an
ce

 o
r 

  
 

co
n
n
ec

ti
on

s.
 

 

S
e

ct
io

n
 C

: 
C

o
re

 C
o

n
te

n
t 

 

A
) 


 

A
ll 

p
eo

p
le

 h
av

e 
a 

le
g

a
l 

ri
g

h
t 

to
 e

xp
re

ss
 t

h
ei

r 
b
el

ie
fs

 a
n
d
 o

p
in

io
n
s,

 t
h
is

 r
ig

h
t 

is
 o

u
tl

in
ed

 i
n
 T

h
e

 D
e

cl
a

ra
ti

o
n

 
o

f 
H

u
m

a
n

 R
ig

h
ts

. 
 


 

R
el

ig
io

u
s 

sy
m

b
o

ls
 a

re
 u

se
d
 t

o 
co

n
ve

y 
b
el

ie
fs

 a
n
d
 v

al
u
es

 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d
 w

it
h
 t

h
at

 r
el

ig
io

n
. 

 


 

R
el

ig
io

u
s 

p
eo

p
le

 m
ak

e 
sp

ec
if

ic
 l

if
e

st
y

le
 c

h
o

ic
e

s 
w

h
ic

h
 r

ef
le

ct
, 

or
 a

re
 i

n
fl

u
en

ce
d
 b

y,
 t

h
ei

r 
re

lig
io

u
s 

be
lie

fs
 

an
d
 v

al
u
es

. 
  

B
) 

 
Ju

d
a

is
m

—
F

o
o

d
 


 

T
h
e 

T
o

ra
h

 s
et

s 
ou

t 
ru

le
s 

ab
ou

t 
fo

od
 w

h
ic

h
 i

s 
p

e
rm

it
te

d
 a

n
d
 f

oo
d
 w

h
ic

h
 i

s 
n
ot

. 
K

os
h
er

 r
u
le

s 
sa

y 
h
ow

 f
oo

d
 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
sl

a
u

g
h

te
re

d
 a

n
d

 p
re

p
a

re
d

. 
  


 

Fo
od

 t
h
at

 i
s 

al
lo

w
ed

 i
s 

ca
lle

d
 k

o
sh

e
r.

 F
oo

d
 t

h
at

 i
s 

n
ot

 a
llo

w
ed

 i
s 

ca
lle

d
 t

re
if

 o
r 

tr
e

fa
h

. 
 


 

O
rt

h
o

d
o

x
 J

e
w

s 
ke

ep
 a

ll 
th

e 
ru

le
s.

 S
om

e 
ev

en
 h

av
e 

se
pa

ra
te

 u
te

n
si

ls
 a

n
d
 p

er
h
ap

s 
fr

id
g
es

 f
or

 t
h
e 

p
re

pa
ra

-
ti

on
 a

n
d
 s

to
ra

ge
 o

f 
m

ea
t 

an
d
 d

ai
ry

 p
ro

d
u
ct

s.
 R

e
fo

rm
 J

e
w

s 
ob

se
rv

e 
a 

se
le

ct
io

n
 o

f 
th

e 
la

w
s.

  

Is
la

m
—

F
o

o
d

 


 

D
u
ri

n
g
 t

h
e 

m
on

th
 o

f 
R

a
m

a
d

a
n

, 
M

u
sl

im
s 

w
on

't
 e

at
 o

r 
d
ri

n
k 

d
u
ri

n
g
 t

h
e 

h
ou

rs
 o

f 
d

a
y

li
g

h
t.

 T
h
is

 i
s 

ca
lle

d
 f

a
st

in
g

. 
 


 

Fa
st

in
g
 a

llo
w

s 
M

u
sl

im
s 

to
 d

ev
ot

e 
th

em
se

lv
es

 t
o 

th
ei

r 
fa

it
h

. 
It

 i
s 

th
ou

g
h
t 

to
 t

ea
ch

 s
e

lf
-d

is
ci

p
li

n
e

 a
n
d
 r

e-
m

in
d
s 

th
em

 o
f 

th
e 

su
ff

er
in

g
 o

f 
th

e
 p

o
o

r.
 H

ow
ev

er
, 

ch
ild

re
n
, 

p
re

g
n
an

t 
w

om
en

, 
el

d
er

ly
  

 p
eo

p
le

 a
n
d
 t

h
os

e 
w

h
o 

ar
e 

ill
 o

r 
tr

av
el

lin
g
 d

on
't

 h
av

e 
to

 f
as

t.
  

C
) 

 


 
Je

ru
sa

le
m

 i
s 

th
e 

H
o

ly
 C

it
y

. 
Fo

r 
Je

w
s,

 J
er

u
sa

le
m

 i
s 

at
 t

h
e 

co
re

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
fa

it
h
 a

n
d
 t

h
ei

r 
w

or
ld

. 
A

cc
or

d
in

g
 t

o 
Je

w
is

h
 t

ra
d
it

io
n
, 

al
l 

of
 c

re
at

io
n
 b

eg
an

 i
n
 J

er
u
sa

le
m

. 
 


 

T
h
er

e 
ar

e 
m

an
y 

si
te

s 
of

 C
h
ri

st
ia

n
 p

ilg
ri

m
ag

e,
 s

ev
er

al
 o

f 
w

h
ic

h
 a

re
 m

en
ti

on
ed

 i
n
 B

ib
le

 s
to

ri
es

 a
bo

u
t 

th
e 

li
fe

 
o

f 
Je

su
s.

 O
n
 o

f 
th

e 
m

ai
n
 p

la
ce

s 
fo

r 
pi

lg
ri

m
ag

e 
is

 J
er

u
sa

le
m

. 
 


 

H
in

d
u
 g

en
er

al
ly

 p
ilg

ri
m

ag
e 

to
 r

iv
e

rs
, 

m
o

u
n

ta
in

s 
a

n
d

 t
e

m
p

le
s

. 
M

an
y 

H
in

d
u
s 

w
ill

 t
ra

ve
l 

to
 t

h
e 

ci
ty

 o
f 

  
  

 
V

a
ra

n
a

si
. 

It
 i

s 
b
el

ie
ve

d
 t

o 
b
e 

th
e 

ci
ty

 w
h
er

e
 S

h
iv

a,
 t

h
e 

go
d
 o

f 
de

st
ru

ct
io

n
, 

liv
ed

 a
 l

on
g
 t

im
e 

ag
o.

  


 

T
h
e 

K
u

m
b

h
 M

e
la

 i
s 

th
e 

la
rg

e
st

 h
u

m
a

n
 g

a
th

e
ri

n
g

 o
n

 e
a

rt
h

 a
n
d
 t

ak
es

 p
la

ce
 a

t 
V

ar
an

as
i 

ea
ch

 y
ea

r.
  


 

T
h
e 

R
iv

e
r 

G
a

n
g

e
s,

 w
h
ic

h
 i

s 
on

e 
of

 t
h
e 

m
os

t 
sa

cr
e

d
 r

iv
e

rs
 i

n
 t

h
e 

w
or

ld
, 

ru
n
s 

th
ro

u
g
h
 t

h
e 

ci
ty

 a
n
d
 i

s 
  

  
 

im
p
or

ta
n
t 

as
 i

t 
is

 w
h
er

e 
H

in
d
u
s 

b
at

h
e 

in
 t

h
e 

h
op

e 
th

ey
 c

an
 w

as
h
 t

h
ei

r 
si

n
s 

aw
ay

. 
 


 

Pi
lg

ri
m

ag
e 

in
 m

os
t 

re
lig

io
n
s 

is
 n

o
t 

co
m

p
u

ls
o

ry
 b

u
t 

th
e 

b
en

ef
it

s 
ca

n
 m

ak
e 

it
 o

n
e 

of
 t

h
e 

m
os

t 
si

g
n
if

ic
an

t 
  

  
 

re
lig

io
u
s 

p
ra

ct
ic

es
. 

 

D
) 

 


 
In

 C
h
ri

st
ia

n
it

y,
 t

h
e 

m
os

t 
so

le
m

n
 w

ee
k 

of
 t

h
e 

C
h
ri

st
ia

n
 y

ea
r,

 H
o

ly
 W

e
e

k
 i

s 
th

e 
w

ee
k 

le
ad

in
g
 u

p
 t

o
 E

a
st

e
r,

 
an

d
 i

s 
th

e 
w

ee
k 

d
u
ri

n
g
 w

h
ic

h
 C

h
ri

st
ia

n
s 

p
ar

ti
cu

la
rl

y 
re

m
e

m
b

e
r 

th
e

 l
a

st
 w

e
e

k
 o

f 
Je

su
s'

s 
li

fe
. 

H
ol

y 
W

ee
k 

b
eg

in
s 

on
 P

a
lm

 S
u

n
d

a
y

 a
n
d
 e

n
d
s 

on
 E

a
st

e
r 

S
u

n
d

a
y

. 
 


 

In
 I

sl
am

, 
E

id
 m

ar
ks

 t
h
e 

en
d
 o

f 
a 

m
on

th
 o

f 
fa

st
in

g
 f

ro
m

 d
aw

n
 t

o 
su

n
se

t,
 a

s 
w

el
l 

as
 s

p
ir

it
u
al

 r
ef

le
ct

io
n
 a

n
d
 

p
ra

ye
r.

 M
an

y 
M

u
sl

im
s 

al
so

 m
ak
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