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9.2 Philoso

Key Construct: P3. Religious an

the world.

Section A: Key Vocabulary

Philosophy — the pursuit
of knowledge about life and
the world.

Trust — believing something
to be reliable, true or
accurate.

Ignorance — lacking correct
knowledge or understanding
of something.

Science — the pursuit of
facts and evidence to explain
things.

Happiness — feeling
contentment or pleasure.

Section B: Component
Knowledge

1.

Happiness comes from
knowing what s true and
what we can or can’t trust.

Science and religion both
claim to have the truth about
the world and life.

Happiness depends on our
perception and situation, if
we are being deluded or
ignorant we cannot be truly
happy.

Religions claim to give
meaning to peoples lives and
to make them happy.

Science lacks information
about how to be happy or

Learning Milestone Tasks

Py

Section C: Core Content
A) Philosophy =

B) Truth =

Trufth and 3@@5:5@,2,

_o:m philosophy aims to answer unanswerable question

Enquiry Question:

3.17 Is happiness the true meaning of_life?

‘Philosophy’ comes from the Greek words for ‘knowledge’ and is thought of as the study of the nature of
knowledge, wisdom, reality, truth and existence.

Some key philosophers are Socrates, Plato, John Stuart Mill,
Philosophers can be religious or non-religious.

William Paley, Richard Dawkins.

Plato developed a famous philosophical story known as ‘The Allegory of the Cave’. This story is a metaphor
for life. The story consists of a group of prisoners who are chained in a cave their whole life only ever seeing
shadows on a wall which are created by other people holding up statues of living things. One day one of the
prisoners leaves the cave and sees the real world—all the creatures he saw as shadows are now in front of
him. The prisoner realises that the life he knew was a lie and goes back to the cave to tell the others; some are
too scared of reality and choose to stay in the cave; others want to experience the real world for
themselves and venture out; and some try to attack him because they think he is mad or dishonest.
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John Stuart Mill once questioned ‘is it better to be a human (intelligent being) dissatisfied or a pig
(ignorant/unintelligent being) satisfied?’. He believed that it is better to question everything (like the
philosophers do) than to question nothing at all.

The Truman Show is a modern representation of the Allegory of the Cave, where Truman escapes the world
which is created for him and finds the real world. Truman is therefore the enlightened prisoner.

Epistemology is the study of knowledge. There are four types of knowledge: Scientific (what science tells
us), Historical (what history tells us), Spiritual/Religious (what religions tell us) and Moral (what our
instincts tell us).

Science and religion are both sources of wisdom and authority and because of this there is a long history of
conflict between the two communities.

Scientific knowledge relies on experiments (where you try something out to see the effect it has) and
observations (looking for patterns which make things occur a certain way) to gain knowledge.

Religious knowledge relies on information passed onto humans through divine intervention; this could be
through studying a holy text, angels/divine beings, visions or religious experiences (seeing God/
enlightenment).

Some scientists are atheist and believe that science has or will prove that God does not exist—they have
supporters like Richard Dawkins, Stephen Fry and Ricky Gervais.

Some scientists are agnostic or theist and believe science could eventually find evidence that God does
exist—they have supporters like Einstein, William Paley, Charles Darwin and Brian Cox.

Science and religion have two different accounts of creation (how the world came to exist). Science have
developed the theory of The Big Bang; religious accounts vary according to the religious system but the most
famous is the Judeo-Christian account of the Six Days of Creation.

Many people, both scientists and religious believers, say that both could be correct to some extent as they have
a similar sequence (light—>atmosphere—>earth—>water—>animals—>humans) and only differ in the
time scale (6 ‘"days’’ v 12million years).

A common idea is that ‘science tells us how we were created, but religion tells us why’. Science doesn't
have opinions about how we should act and why we should value but religion does. For this reason you are
more likely to find meaning and happiness through religion.

Thought experiments & optical illusions are designed to make us question our senses to remind us that

Can you describe what a
philosopher is, with examples?

Can you describe the four types of
knowledge and say why some people
need knowledge to be happy?

Can you explain why people think
religion brings more happiness
than science?

Can you explain why Truman wasn’t
happy in the world that was created for
him?

Can you explain why science and
religion have conflict?
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9.4 iislamic Beliefs and Teachings

Key Constructs: R2. Beliefs and teachings are what form the basis of a religion.

Section A: Key Vocabulary

Tawhid — the belief that
Allah is the one and only God.

Risalah — communication
from Allah, angels, prophets
and holy texts.

Akhirah — eternal afterlife
spent in either Paradise or hell

Ibadah — worshipping Allah
in different ways.

Islamophobia —fear or ha-
tred of Islam.

Section B: Component
Knowledge

i,

4.

Muslims make up part of
British society in multiple
ways.

Muslims believe in one god
who they refer to as Allah.

Islam teaches that there is an
afterlife which will be spent in
Paradise or hell.

The Five Pillars and 10 Obliga-
tory Acts allow Muslims to put
these beliefs into action.

Islamophobia is a problem in
British society and is illegal
under the Equality Act.

Learning Milestone Tasks

Section C: Core Content
A) Islam

B) Key Beliefs

C) Ibadah (worship)

1
)

|

“did
(1]

I 104

"y

- r - [

U

Enquiry Questions:

3.10 What is good and what is challenging about
being a Muslim teenager in Britain today?

There are approximately 1.8billion (<24%) Muslims in the worldwide population and 3.3million (5.2%) live in
the UK.

Britain has around 1750 mosques and nearly half of all British Muslims were born in the UK.

The first English-language Qur’an was published in 1649 and the first Indian restaurant in Britain was
opened by an Indian-Muslim family in 1810.

In WW2 500 000 Muslim soldiers fought for the British and after the war were invited to Britain to help
make up the workforce to rebuild the country.

In recent years countries such as Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria have suffered war and great poverty which
has led to many having to flee and seek refuge in other countries.

Today, the Muslim community represents Britain in areas such as; sport, entertainment and politics. As
well as contributing to society in the fields of medicine, science, food production and construction.

Tawhid - means ‘one God’. Muslims believe strongly that there is only one God, referred to as Allah. Allah has
no equals and no partners. Allah has no physical form and therefore has no image. Muslims use 99 names
to describe the key characteristics of Allah (merciful, powerful, all-knowing, creator etc).

Risalah is the channel of communication from Allah through the angels (divine messengers), the prophets
(human messengers) and the holy texts (Qur’an).

Akhirah is the belief in the afterlife. Muslims believe that after we die our soul leaves our body and goes to a
waiting place; then one day in the future all will be judged and sent to either Paradise or Hell.

Muhammad is the most important prophet in Islam. His early life prepared him to be Allah’s final, and most
trusted, messenger; his later life was spent either teaching others what Allah wanted them to know (through
his example) or defending the faith from persecution.

Islam is split into two main groups (denominations) called Sunni and Shi’a. Sunni Muslims follow the
Five Pillars and Shi’a Muslims follow the 10 Obligatory Acts.

Shahadah is the declaration of faith which should ideally be the first and last thing a Muslim says/hears.
It states “"There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his messenger’’. Shi'a Muslims add the phrase
‘and Ali is his friend’ on the end.

Salah means ‘prayer’. Sunni Muslims are instructed to pray 5 times a day; Shi'a Muslims pray 3 times
a day. Key features of Islamic prayer are; a prayer mat, facing the direction of Mecca, placing forehead
to the ground, washing before prayer.

Zakah is the act giving money away for the benefit of others and reminds Muslims to put others before
themselves.

Sawm is the act of fasting for the month of Ramadan; this is done to remember the struggle of others and to
show spiritual discipline.

Hajj is the annual pilgrimage to the holy city (Mecca). When there, Muslims spend a week performing
sacred tasks and rituals designed to remember their past and to test their faith.

Islamophobia translates to ‘fear of Islam’. In the UK there is strong evidence of Islamophobia with reports of
hate crimes, abuse and damage to Islamic buildings increasing in recent years.

The Declaration of Human Rights, and the UK Equality Act, make it illegal to discriminate against
Muslims.

Can you describe the ways Muslims have

contributed to UK society?

Can you create a list of things
Muslims believe about Allah?

Can you explain why Zakah and
Sawm may be the most important
things to a Muslim?

Can you describe some differences

Can you explain what Islamophobia is and wh
between Sunni and Shi’a Muslims? & = L &

it is important to stop it?
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