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Guidance for schools, parents and other professionals: 

- How to identify a reading and/or spelling difficulty
- What to do in response to identifying a reading and/or spelling difficulty

Is there a need for an assessment? 

This decision will be based on a 

child or young person not making 

expected progress at school. 
If Yes 

Has a reading and single word 

spelling test been carried out? No 

Yes 

Is the score 70 or 

below? 

Carry out a standardised single word 

reading and a spelling test. This will 

give an indication of whether there is 

a difficulty around decoding words 

(the ability to read print from the 

page) and/or a difficulty around 

spelling. It will also inform on the 

severity of the difficulty. 

No 
But scores are 
below average 

Yes 

The child or young person will need 

some degree of support in this area. 

Please see the Devon Graduated 

Response tool and follow 

recommendations. Also see “What 

works for children with literacy 

difficulties” (Greg Brooks, 2016); 

‘Babcock literacy interventions’ and 

help sheets attached to this page. Also 

explore other possible areas of need. 

Depending on level of concern, this 

may require Educational Psychology 

involvement. Schools will need to 

commission this. 

Consider a referral to the Devon 

Outreach service (based at Q.E 

Crediton). Also see “what works for 

children with literacy difficulties” 

(Greg Brooks, 2016), ‘Babcock 

interventions’ (see attached 

document) and help sheets attached 

to this page. 

No 

Explore other 

possible areas of 

need. 

Depending on level of 

concern, this may 

require Educational 

Psychology 

involvement. Schools 

will need to 

commission this. 


