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I am amazed at how both staff 
and students are able to weave 
so many different things into 
their already packed timetable 
during the course of the week.

We are so pleased to be able to 
run certain events that for the past 
2 years have been put on hold, 
from the Geography field work, 
to the life changing Kenya visit 
and of course activities week.

Many of these extra activities  
require a huge amount of 
preparation and commitment from 
the staff at THS and a special 
thanks must go to them in ensuring 
that so many students are able 
to take part in these kinds of 
experiences throughout the year. 

Sammy Crook 
HEAD TEACHER

THIS SECOND EDITION OF 
POSITIV IS TESTAMENT TO 
THE HUGE RANGE OF EXTRA-
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES THAT 
STUDENTS ARE ABLE TO GET 
INVOLVED WITH WHILST AT THS.  

HISTORY

I overall really like the book because it shows 
how people can manage with anxiety and 
trauma through their lives and how they keep 
going even when life seems hard. 

Personally, it was quite painful emotionally 
reading this book, being Polish myself  
and visiting the ruins of Auschwitz 
concentration camp. 

I really like the idea of hope in the book and 
would really like if a part two was included. It 
has inspired me to always look at the bright 
side of life and I would give it 8.9 out of 10. 

LIDIA G

In the History Department, we have 
recently had our first meeting of the 
new Historical Fiction Book Club. 

We are reading Tom Palmer’s 
After the War which tells the story 
of the ‘Windermere Boys’. The 
‘Windermere Boys’ were a group 
of Jewish children who survived 
the concentration camps set up 
by the Nazis during WWII and 
were sent to convalesce in the 
Lake District after the war. 

In our next meeting we will be 
discussing our thoughts on the book 
as a novel and also how useful it is 
to us as historians wanting to find 
out more about the experiences of 
Jews persecuted by the Nazis. 

FACT:  
Did you know the school is on 
the site of a former World War 
2 prisoner of war camp? 

It was first used for Italian PoWs, 
and then later for German PoWs.

The History department
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ELSIE’S ORGANS!
The science department has just taken 
receipt of a wonderful new resource; a 
knitted set of internal organs! 

The 97 year-old grandmother of one 
of our Science Technicians, Elsie 
Sowden, produced the set in just over 
two weeks and includes a 5metre 
length of small intestine - amazing! 

The set now christened ‘Elsie’s 
Organs’ are proudly displayed on our 
skeleton, Archie, and are available 
to be ordered by the Science Team 
to help those students, who feel a 
little queasy around the real thing, to 
better access the curriculum.

Our huge thanks go to Mrs. Sowden, 
her knitting needles and her organs!

Mrs Daniels 

SCIENCE TECHNICIAN

SCIENCE

THS BIOCHEMISTS AT BLUNDELL’S

Four year 9s and four year 10s 
journeyed up to Blundell’s to take 
part in a biochemistry challenge 
against several other schools from 
the southwest. 

The students in 2 teams were set a 
challenge to use Benedict’s Reagent 
and colourimetry to find out the sugar 
content of several (fake) samples of 
urine to determine if any of the 
patients were diabetic. They then 
took part in a quiz challenging their 
scientific knowledge on areas 
outside normal school curriculum. 

Finally, they were treated to a 
demonstration by one of the 
Blundell’s science staff involving 
some exploding balloons and 
elephants’ toothpaste! One of our 
teams ended up in 4th place out of 7 
teams only just missing the 3rd place 
spot! Extremely well done! 

The students taken were:
Edward S. Isabel J. Thomas C. Tristan 
F. Isaac S. Lottie R. Ana C. Sam W
All students represented the school 
brilliantly (especially enjoying the 
roast beef lunch) and we hope to 
return next year! 

Mr Dunning
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On Friday 1st July ten year 10 girls 
were invited to attend the Girls in 
STEM day at the Maynard School 
in Exeter run by the Engineering 
Development Trust. This is the first 
Girls in STEM day that has been 
hosted since 2018. Miss Turner and 
Mr Brown accompanied two teams 
of five students for a whole day 
of challenging engineering-based 
activities. The girls that attended 
included Sophie B, Ellie-May C, Freya 
D, Jessica D, Evie E-K, Lydia G, Poppy 
S, Billie T, Lucy V, and Trinity W.

On arrival we joined 16 other teams 
from St Lukes, St Peters, St James, 
Exmouth Community College, 
Cranbrook Education Campus, 
and our hosts the Maynard School, 
and were introduced to the STEM 
ambassadors who would be assisting 
throughout the day – this included 
THS alumni Danielle Haskings. 
The first challenge the girls faced 
was ‘The STEM Den’. This involved 
designing and pitching an innovative 
Health and Wellbeing idea to the 
STEM Dragons (STEM ambassadors) 
to help tackle a health and wellbeing 
issue in the local community. Team 
1 pitched the idea of a community 
garden that would encourage young 
families to spend time outdoors whilst 

also working to support those who 
are struggling financially for food. 
Team 2 took an alternative approach 
and created a pair of headphones 
to allow individuals diagnosed with 
autism to access outdoor social 
spaces which may otherwise provide 
sensory overload. The teams were 
all nervous about pitching to the 
STEM Dragons, however they both 
confidently explained their ideas and 
created posters to aid their pitches. 

The second task the girls were asked 
to face was an incredibly difficult 
trigonometry maths booklet. Evie 
and Billie persevered with this for 
their teams and showed incredible 
resilience when other teams had 
decided it was too challenging. Mr 
Brown helped with the marking of 
these booklets and let the THS teams 
know that they had got all of the 
questions they completed correct, 
nevertheless they were beaten to first 
place by another school who got one 
more point!

The third activity of the day involved 
our new favourite toy – Ozobots. 
The girls have decided they would 
like some of these tiny robots for the 
science department! The task that 
needed completing was to create the 

most imaginative pathway for their 
Ozobot to follow. These robots follow 
a black line and different movements 
can be coded for by changing the 
colour of the pathway. By creating 
a different combination of colours 
the Ozobots would perform different 
movements. Both teams thoroughly 
enjoyed coding the Ozobots to 
spin around or zig-zag along their 
pathway. Team 2 impressed the 
STEM ambassadors with the range of 
movements they included within their 
pathway and the team won prizes for 
their Ozobot’s route. 

The day ended with a Q&A session 
with the STEM ambassadors who 
shared insight into their careers and 
routes into STEM which gave the 
students different perspectives to 
think about. Several of the girls came 
away talking about how interesting 
it was to hear about the alternative 
ways to pursue a career in STEM. 
All individuals who attended had 
an enjoyable time and the THS girls 
said they wished they could attend 
next year too! We would like to thank 
the Maynard School for hosting and 
providing a fantastic opportunity for 
Girls in STEM. 

Miss Turner

GIRLS IN STEM DAY AT MAYNARDS
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PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION  
A SUMMER OF SPORT

Whilst it feels strange to be heading 
into a summer of a World Cup 
year without a World Cup, there 
remains plenty of major sports 
tournaments to occupy even 
the most avid of sports fans. 
Major Sporting tournaments play 
a key role in inspiring, motivating 
and enticing young aspiring 
athletes. Whether that be to 
continue to work hard in their sport, 
encouraging them to attend that 
first session they’ve been wanting 
to go to, or to be exposed to a 
sport they never knew existed. 

Roles models are vital for our 
young athletes to feel as though 
there is a pathway for them to 
achieve their goals in sport. Role 
models can serve as an example 
of how to behave (in and outside 
of sport), how to prepare and how 
to handle and cope with pressure. 
My first memory of a major sporting 
event was the 1998 FIFA World 
Cup and watching Michael Owen 
as a young 18 year old scoring 
an incredible solo goal against 
Argentina. Later was watching the 
2005 Ashes where, despite being 
on the losing team, the late, great 
Shane Warne demonstrated what it 
means to play with sportsmanship, 
whilst striving to win. 

The summer of 2022 promises to 
be an exciting one from a sporting 
perspective in this country. Every 
year our summer plays host to the 
best tennis players at Wimbledon, 
the F1 race at Silverstone and 
golf’s The Open Championship 

– all marquee events in their 
respective sports. This summer 
also sees the UK play host to the 
UEFA Women’s Championships 
and the Commonwealth Games. 
These tournaments in particular 
allow athletes who may not 
have had a massive amount of 
exposure previously to potentially 
put themselves in the spotlight 
– much like the now revered 
‘Super Saturday’ from the London 
2012 Olympics transformed 
Jessica Ennis, Mo Farah and Greg 
Rutherford into household names. 

The gap in the calendar that allows 
the UEFA Women’s Championships 
to take center stage is certainly 
well timed to us here in Tiverton 
and more widely the South West. At 
THS, we have seen great interest 
and success in girls’ football this 
year, with more teams, fixtures and 
wins than ever before. We also had 
a visit from Exeter City Women’s 
Captain Manfy Sharpe – who led 
her team to their most successful 
season to date by reaching the 
4th round of the FA Cup and 
pushing close to the division title. 

Former THS student Connie P 
showed her ability and potential 
by being the top goal scorer in 
the division. This has shown our 
students that there is a pathway 
between where they are now 
and a career in football. Playing 
for Twyford or Moors, as well 
as THS, can lead to a career in 
football or any sport they may 
wish to explore. Again, by having 
our winning Lionesses on BBC 
and ITV this summer playing in 
sold out stadiums across the 
UK, it is allowing young people 
across the country to be exposed 
to a professional sport that 
is growing year after year. 

The Commonwealth Games, in 
particular, is an opportunity for 
sports whose infrastructure cannot 
compete with our countries ‘major’ 
sports. In Tiverton, we have thriving 
gymnastics, hockey and lawn 
green bowls clubs. Historically, 
it is the Commonwealth Games 
(and Olympics) that dedicate 
television time to these sports 
and promote them in their best 
light. Four years ago in the Gold 
Coast, England won the gold medal 
for Netball for the first time. 

Subsequently, there has been a 
rise in interest for young people 
wanting to play netball, which 
has seen the Tiverton Titans 
form. Previously, you had be 16 
to play club Netball in Tiverton. 
We have also seen the effect of 
this success here at THS, with 
Netball club being one of our best 
attended all throughout the year. 
To me, the power of sport 
and major sporting events 
cannot be underestimated. 

They have potential to change 
communities, inspire and promote 
active participation in sports and 
physical activity, but above all 
provide us with some much needed 
exciting and must-see moments. 

Mr Puzey
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BEAVERS
A few weeks ago, Tiverton High 
School had the privilege of holding a 
series of Performing Art workshops 
for a local children’s club called 
Beavers. The Beavers were able to 
get a taste of what drama, music 
and dance is like at THS, and we 
can safely say, that they enjoyed it 
very much. These workshops were 
on every Thursday evening for 3 
weeks, and each week consisted of 
a new aspect of performing arts. The 
workshops were led by the Perform-
ing Arts Leaders at THS, and it was 
wonderful to see how they interacted 
with the children. 

THIS WAS HOW SOME OF THE LEADERS FOUND THE EXPERIENCE:

PERFORMING ARTS

For me, I found inviting the Beavers 
to the high school an amazing  
experience. I really enjoyed being 
able to interact with younger years 
and teach them skills within the 
performing area, and I also really 
enjoyed helping them to boost their 
confidence. Teaching the beavers 
was a great opportunity for me 
and it was really fun to get to know 
them as a group. I hope we can 
do something like this again in the 
future. 
 
KIYA P 

Personally, I found that the  
Performing Arts workshops were 
fantastic. I especially enjoyed  
teaching the kids about drama, and 
I hope they found it just as great as I 
did. It was great to have such  
responsibility, and I would definitely 
like to do it again. 
 
MILLIE C-D 

It was so much fun, and I would 
definitely do it again. Knowing what 
we can do to help our community 
in this way makes us very confident 
that we can offer more exciting 
opportunities. Thank you to Mr 
Wright, and Mr Pitfield for providing 
the help that we needed, it was 
greatly appreciated from us all. 
Throughout the process there were 
so many smiles and giggles, and we 
are so grateful that we got to meet 
to many amazing children.  
 
ROXY B

CONCERT FOR UKRAINE
Over a hundred people turned up to 
support our talented musicians from 
year 7 to year 11 stage exceptional 
performances. Some performing 
for first time in public, others 
relishing the opportunity to perform 
to an appreciative audience, all 
supporting the very worthy cause 
to raise money for the victims of 
Ukraine.
 
A huge thank you goes not only to 
everyone who performed, but also 
to our amazing, professional and 
friendly Year 10 PA Student Leaders 

who led the evening. Every 
performer involved deserves praise 
from the way they conducted 
themselves and their dedication 
and hard work to produce such 
memorable performances.  

Through the generous support of 
parents and friends of Tiverton 
High School, Tiverton High School 
Performing Arts students managed 
to raise a total of £384.51 for the 
victims of Ukraine. A cheque for this 
amount has now been posted to the 
Red Cross Ukraine Crises Appeal.

Concert for

T C A T  T H E A T R E

6 . 3 0 P M  

UKRAINE
Thursday 30th June

Performing Arts

6

PO
ST

IT
IV

 | 
AU

TU
M

N
 IS

SU
E



PERFORMING ARTS

INSTRUMENTAL EXAMS

AVELINE C | YEAR 7 | FLUTE
Associated Board of the Royal 
School of Music
Grade 2 Pass

WESLEY W | YEAR 10 | DRUMS
Trinity College London
Rock and Pop
Grade 3 with Merit

Aveline has ben having lessons with Mrs 
Arwen Lewis and also plays in our ‘School 
of Woodwind Club’ on Monday after school. 
Well done!

Wesley has been having drum lessons here 
at THS and has been working very hard 
towards getting his grade 3 result.

OLIVER W | YEAR 11 | DRUMS
Trinity College London
Rock and Pop
Grade 4 with Distinction

Oliver has been studying GCSE music 
and has been working extremely hard 
in developing his drumming skills. He 
produced a great solo piece for his GCSE 
music and then went on to complete his 
grade 4.

MAYA G | YEAR 7 | PIANO
Associated Board of the Royal 
School of Music
Grade 4 Pass

Maya has lessons here at THS and also 
plays in our ‘School of Woodwind Club’.  
Well done!

CHANTELLE M N | YEAR 11 | PIANO
Associated Board of the Royal 
School of Music
Grade 5 Pass

FILIP S |  YEAR 9 | VIOLIN
Associated Board of the Royal 
School of Music
Grade 4 Pass

Chantelle is a GCSE music student who 
has produced some fantastic work over 
the last year with her composition and solo 
performance and now passing her grade 5 
piano. 

Filip is studying GCSE music and also is part 
of our ‘School for Woodwind Club’.  
Well done Filip. 

MUSIC IN THE CASTLE
THE ROYAL WELSH COLLEGE OF MUSIC & DRAMA
Over the past few years, Music in the 
Castle have been hosting free music 
events in the James Wyatt room 
within Powderham Castle with post 
graduate music students performing 
free of charge to Devon schools 
and after the current restrictions, we 
are delighted to be invited back for 
some more live music.  

This spectacular room was  
designed by James Wyatt in 1778  
and is believed to one of the first  
ever purpose-built music venues  
and has played host to many  
talented musicians. 

We took our year 10 GCSE music 
students to listen to four extremely 
talented post graduate opera singers 
from the Royal Welsh College of Music 
& Drama who demonstrated a varied 
range in repertoire from full operatic 
pieces to the cheeky and comedic.  
 
We were all blown away by the 
power and control of their voices 
and whether you like opera or not, 
it was fantastic for our students to 
experience something very different.
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ROMEO AND  
JULIET TRIP 
At last! We were finally able to take 
our year 10 drama students out to 
experience some live theatre.  
 
They were treated to an adaptation 
of ‘Romeo & Juliet performed by 
UAL students at Exeter College 
which also included two previous 
THS drama students. 

Performed at the Yard Theatre 
within the Centre for Creative 
Industries, this was an extremely 
physical and intense performance 
telling the story of a girl and a 
boy from feuding families who all 
find themselves set on a path of 
destruction in a broken society. 
 
Performed in the round with 
minimum props, lighting and sound, 
this was a real tour de force of 
storytelling. 

This was an experience which 
certainly inspired our year 10 GSCE 
students who were soon to be 
examined on their own devised 
performances for their drama GCSE. 

SING UP! 
Every year since 2010, Sing Up has 
set aside an extra special day to 
celebrate the power of song and 
share a little singing.   

This year’s song – ‘Love as our 
guide’ by Beccy Owen –  is a rousing, 
uplifting, and optimistic pop anthem, 
exploring themes of kindness and of 
being a person you can be proud of. 
Beccy’s clever lyrics acknowledge 
that we have all been through some 
difficult times, but together, with 
resilience and by being kind to 
ourselves and others, we will make it 
through to the light on the other side. 
 
Schools from all over the world 
signed up to take part in this fantastic 
project including THS students. After 
a few rehearsals we filmed our choir 
on the 29th June and uploaded it 
to the ‘sing Up’ team who will then 
create a ‘Digichoir’ final video of all 
the participating schools from across 
the globe. 
 
You can listen to our recorded song 
now and the final video will be 
available next term, which we will of 
course share.

The music department would like to 
say a huge thank you to all students 
involved and again to our amazing 
team of Performing Arts ambassadors 
who helped lead the project. 

If any students wish to join this  
new exciting choir then please  
come and see either Mr Wright or 
Mr Pitfield in the music department 
and sign up. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to have fun singing great 
songs, meet new friends and to build 
up confidence. 

Students involved: Francesca K. 
Eszter T. Thomas S. Nellie A. Luka 
R. Paige C. Mia B. Darcy T. Evie E-K. 
Rosie M. Roxy B. Celia G-A. Kya P. 
Megan M.

SCAN THE QR CODE  TO LISTEN 
TO ‘LOVE AS OUR GUIDE’ BY 
THE THS CHOIR. 

SONORITY 
Our year 10 GCSE music students 
took part an exciting composition 
project designed to help bridge 
the gap between KS3 and KS4 
composition. Music composition 
forms 30% of students GCSE music 
final grade, so this was a great way 
to further their music writing and 
composition skills. 

Elfyn Jones from Sonopera®CIC who 

headed this project visited three 
schools in the Mid Devon area, THS, 
Uffculme and Queen Elizabeth’s and 
delivered three workshops over a 6 
week period.   
 
Using the new bond movie song by 
Billie Eilish as a starting point, these 
workshops really helped to illustrate 
the effective use of melodies, 
rhythms, harmonies and bass 

progressions that can be used and 
developed to create new music.  
Then, hosted by Tiverton High 
School, the other schools were 
invited to come together and share 
the music that they’ve created during 
the project. Students performed live 
in their groups and at the end all the 
schools collaborated and played a 
final piece together. 

PERFORMING ARTS
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ART
ST JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL INVITED THS ART DEPARTMENT TO TAKE PART 
IN THEIR PLATINUM JUBILEE ART FESTIVAL ON 26TH MAY AFTER SCHOOL.

Mrs Walsh, Miss Lang and Miss Bassham ran a mono printing workshop with a royal 
theme with students and parents – and even the Mayor of Tiverton had a go! 

FOOD 
TECHNOLOGY
‘FOOD PREPARATION 
& NUTRITION’ AND 
‘HOSPITALITY & CATERING’

Students in year 7 and year 8 food 
classes are currently completing 
rotation 2 of food. Rotation 2 allows 
students to use their prior learning 
of the Eatwell Guide to develop 
dishes that are often ‘unhealthy’.  
Students focus on muffins and 
pizza and look at how they can 
adapt these to better fit the Eatwell 
Guide.  We have seen some 
fantastic muffins made, both sweet 
and savoury with the addition of a 
wide range of fruits and vegetables 
along with using wholemeal flour, 
skimmed milk and brown sugar. 

Year 9 are currently competing in 
‘Pastry Apprentice’. Students have 
been introduced to 4 different 
pastry types; shortcrust, filo, choux 
and rough puff where they have 
made a dish using each. The 
final of this project will see a final 
showcase dish using a pastry 
of their choice being designed, 
made and presented for judging.

Year 10 have been revisiting food 
science alongside the continuous 
build on practical skills. Their 
challenge has been to make an 
‘Eggs Benedict’ whilst being able 
to identify the food science terms 
applied in the making; denaturation, 
coagulation, dextrinization, 
conduction, convection, 
emulsification, maillard browning.
This term in Food has seen our 
year 11s hand in their coursework.  
Revision lessons have been the 

focus over the past weeks ready 
for their final written exam.   

Mrs Lethbridge
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GEOGRAPHY
FANTASTIC FIELDWORK… FINALLY!
The previous THS students we took to Dartmoor 
for fieldwork are in fact, soon to be in year 11. When 
you read it like that, it just goes to show what a 
significant time stamp the impact of COVID has had 
on the educational opportunities of our students. 

As mentioned in the last edition, we value fieldwork 
a great deal for many reasons. Of course, there the 
obvious learning experience of planning, executing and 
evaluating fieldwork methods as part of the enquiry 
process. However, simply getting students outside of 
the school to one of Britain’s glorious National Parks, 
during a stunning Summer week in June, creates 
enormous social capital and raises aspirations. 

The experience of being in wilderness has been 
scientifically proven to benefit mental health and 
wellbeing. Once again, the staff in attendance with 
the eager year 7s heard familiar outpourings of 
gratitude and awe throughout the week from students 
loving being outside their normal environments 
– especially the students who saw an adder! 
 

Indeed, I received an email from a parent asking 
for specific directions to Haytor Quarry after 
her son reported back at just how beautiful and 
special this hidden gem is – given how close it is 
to arguably the most famous Tor on the moor.

On our return to the classroom, students have been busy 
presenting their findings and interpreting the data to 
continue the enquiry process investigating the impacts 
of tourism on fragile natural environments as part of our 
study of Tourism. 
 
At the time of writing, our five classes of year 10 GCSE 
students have been gearing up and practising their 
fieldwork techniques ready to carry out their fieldwork at 
the beach to test a series of hypotheses on natural coastal 
process. Perhaps there may even be time to experiment 
with ice cream eating… once the work is done of course!
Finally, I cannot wait to hear from my Geography 
colleagues on their return from the first ever THS trip 
to Iceland. As much as I love Dartmoor, I think Iceland 
wins hands-down for learning outside of the classroom.
Jonathan Wood
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MATHS
Over the last few weeks in Maths we have had 301 students take part in the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust 
(UKMT) challenges.

IN YEARS 7 AND 8 | 123 STUDENTS | JUNIOR MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE. 

IN YEARS 9, 10, AND 11 | 178 STUDENTS | INTERMEDIATE MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE.

CERTIFICATION OF QUALIFICATION
• James B
• Bernard McA 

CERTIFICATION OF MERIT
• Sophie P

CERTIFICATION OF QUALIFICATION

CERTIFICATION OF MERIT

CERTIFICATION OF QUALIFICATION

• Thomas C • Steven L • Edward M

• Henry C • George H • Jack L

• Megan L • Fergus K

The following students in years 7 and 8 
performed remarkably well and qualified 
for the additional 
JUNIOR KANGAROO CHALLENGE.

The following students in year 9 
performed remarkably well and qualified 
for the additional 
GREY KANGAROO CHALLENGE.  

The following students in years 10 and 11 
performed remarkably well and qualified 
for the additional 
PINK KANGAROO CHALLENGE.

The following students 
received a BRONZE CERTIFICATE:

The following students received a BRONZE CERTIFICATE:

The following students 
received a SILVER CERTIFICATE:

The following students 
received a SILVER CERTIFICATE:

The following students 
received a GOLD CERTIFICATE:

The following students 
received a GOLD CERTIFICATE:

• Tomasz Z
• Nellie A
• Jackson M
• Oliver W
• Darcey T
• Jayney-Mae C-B       
• Grace C

• Jude H
• Olive E-K
• Hendrix B
• Millie N
• Piran L
• Solomon S
• Oliver  S

• Oliver S
• Imogen H
• Toby P
• Edward S
• William W
• Tristan F
• Oliver J
• Samuel W
• Harvey O
• Leo H
• Jadyn B
• Jessica D
• Isaac S

• Iga P
• Finley W
• Ruby L
• Harry W
• Eddie B
• Wesley W
• Connor S
• Sarah H
• Kitty B
• Darcy C
• Billy P
• Sarah B
• Charlie P

• Alexander V
• Matthew P
• Joe B
• George P
• Amelia F
• Jess K
• Theo H
• Henry S
• Hermione B
• Oliver W
• Megan C
• Ned C

• William C
• Michal W
• Constance P 
• Ryan J
• Willow C

• Cleo G
• Luka R 
• Francesca K
• Ollie B
• Freddie M

• Steven L
• Thomas C
• Sophie P
• Edward M 

(best in year 9)
• Melissa R

• Amber G
• Marley C 
• Mollie C
• Luke B
• Rosie W
• Esther W

• Miles C
• Bernard McA

• Finley C
• James B

• Henry C 
(best in year 10)

• Megan L
• Jack L

• George H
• Fergus K  

(best in year 11)
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MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES 
It has been another busy term in the Modern Languages 
Department. Year 7 have been very busy researching countries 
where French and German is spoken as part of our cultural focus for 
this term.  We are looking forward to them being presented soon.  
One poster has already caught our eye.  Prior to this, again as part 
of our look at culture year 7 made some fantastic Easter Cards and 
Karneval Masks. Year 8 have been looking at food in French and 
designed plates that documented their meals for the day.

Mrs Broadley

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
It has been another busy term in 
DT and Construction. We have said 
goodbye to our year 11s and our 
attention has already turned to our 
next cohort of year 7s. On the year 6 
taster days they have been learning 
about structures and working in 
teams to produce straw bridges. all of 
the students have worked really hard, 
and you can see how enthusiastic 
they are to get started in September. 

Our current year 7s have been 
learning about textiles and different 
types of fabrics. They have been 
putting their new skills to the 
test by making ‘Mug Cosies’. 
Hopefully this will keep their 
hot drinks warmer for longer! 

In year 9, Lego has been the 
inspiration. The students have been 
developing their carpentry knowledge 
by creating larger Lego people out of 
timber. This has been a new project 
that they have thoroughly enjoyed. 
And keeping on the carpentry theme, 
the year 10s have been finishing 
off their carpentry assessment by 
producing scaled down walls. All 
that is left to do now is the tiling 
and painting & decorating. 

In DT club the students have been 
working as part of the year 11 
legacy by making bug hotels for the 
new library garden. The students 
learnt how to work as part of a 
production line and the importance 

of quality control. It has been a 
great experience for them to work 
alongside the year 11s before they 
leave and hopefully something 
we can continue into next year. 

Mr Preece
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SEND DEPARTMENT

CREATIVE WRITING 
Steamfunk Fairy – the ‘Versatile Revamping Artisan’ and 
Tiverton High School alumnus Figgy Chambers – offered 
to make a piece of art specifically for our students, which 
inspired a 2022 Creative Writing competition. 

The vision: to create a miniature dwelling that would 
inspire students to make up their own back story for the 
inhabitants of the house; to compose a song, write a 
poem or scribe a short script, in 400 words or less.  
The winner received the beautiful house, and all entrants 
had their work displayed as part of the Un-Named 
Alternative Arts Festival, in the Pannier Market, in July.  

Figgy is a collaborator with Emma, Adrian, Sophie and 
Kezia M - the latter two being THS students - who set 
up the arts festival to provide a showcase for young and 
local artists, and this summer would be The Un-Named 
Festival’s second year, with even more art, writing, spoken 
word and music being showcased for the public to enjoy.
Figgy has created several miniature homes now; one 
called the Dreamweaver’s Cottage, which has little words 
and pieces of typed script from an old typewriter given 
to her by her former English teacher at the High School, 
back in the late 1990s. 

Figgy was the competition judge and although was torn 
between several pieces, she chose Abbie L’s entry as the 
overall winner and new owner of the miniature house. 
Abbie was delighted and surprised to be chosen.

Our most sincere thanks to Figgy for her generous 
support and in enabling our creative writing competition.
For more information about Figgy’s work or for the Un-
Named Alternative Arts Festival please see Steamfunk 
Fairy on Facebook.

As part of our Plan, Do and Review Cycle the SEND 
Department at THS has recently completed a parent 
survey for all families of our students with special 
educational needs. We asked parents about the support 
their children were receiving at THS and for feedback on 
how successful and effective they felt the school was in 
supporting their children. We had an excellent return rate. 
Parents comments included:

“I have been supported and guided  
in the right directions”

“A positive start to secondary school  
with many thanks to her key adults.”

In response to parent comment the SEND department 
will be starting a SEND Parent Forum in September which 
will encourage parents to share ideas and issues in a 
positive, supported and collaborative way. Alongside the 

Parent Forum the department is going to have a SEND 
Surgery every week where parents can call in and speak 
directly to the SEND Admin about any questions or 
support they need. Details of these new initiatives will be 
sent out to all families of SEND students in due course.

The beautiful miniature house was subsequently 
installed into the THS reception display cabinet for all 
to see and the competition was launched. Finalists to 
be congratulated: Cody D, Gracie D-W, Finley H, Olive 
E-K, Evelyn S, Abbie L, Aisha G. 
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This year saw the re-launch of the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at Tiverton High School. In gthe final term 
students have been participating in their expeditions.  Two successful 30-student groups have been out on Exmoor 
walking an average of 12 kilometres a day and camping overnight.
 
I asked a few of the students to write how they felt the expeditions went and how they enjoyed it:

In two weeks the DofE volunteer staff are out again with our final group of 30 students to complete their expedition 
and I am sure it will be just as successful for the students taking part.

If you are interested in completing the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, please contact Mr Wright-Stainton.

“You can plan a walk as much as possible, but I promise 
you that you will never stick to it 100%. I think part of 
doing the expedition is learning how your environment 
works, adapting to it and working your way around it. 
You could come off the beaten path every now and then 
(which happened to us quite a lot), but we found our way 
through with the information we had available to us – as 
well as confidence that where we’d go next will take us 
on, even if it didn’t seem that way.

Overall, three things: look around, talk to locals and that 
red needle always points North. And while you’re at it, 
enjoy where you are, it’s probably beautiful.”

OLIVER L | YEAR 11

“A few weekends ago, I completed my bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition. Me and 5 others walked from 
Clatworthy Reservoir to Wimbleball Lake on the Saturday 
while taking photos of the nature and wildlife as we went. 
One of my favourite things from this day were the lambs 
who were very sweet.  

We got into the camp site as the sun was still shining. 
During the night, there was a big flurry of rain but luckily 
most things were dry by the morning. On the next day, we 
walked up to Haddon Hill through a very pretty woodland. 
When we got to the top, we surprisingly not too tired and 
overall had a fun time.”

LOTTIE R | YEAR 10

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS
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LEAVING AN AMBASSADORS’ LEGACY
At the end of an academic 
year we wanting to ensure 
our head boy, head girl 
and Ambassadors leave a 
lasting legacy of their year 
in role. Head girl, Polly 
M told us: “We wanted 
to focus on ensuring a 
smoother transition for the 
new year 7s. We wanted 
them to feel welcomed into 
the school community and 
feel supported with their 
choices through the school. 
This enabled them to see 
the opportunities they will 
receive as they all move 
through in the school.”

This has included Duke of 
Edinburgh awards, French 
exchange, annual ski trip, 
trip to Kenya trip and the 
last summer term trip. 

Polly added: “As a team, 
we had many legacies we 
wanted to push forward 
with. However we could only 
agree on one. After much 
debate in our meetings, we 
agreed on bug hotels. As 
a team we agreed that this 
would encourage wildlife 
into the library garden 
and hopefully encourage 
students to use the garden to 
their advantage during their 
breaks and lunch times.”

“We had to make these 
hotels with Mr Preece and 
we teamed up with the 
year 7s after-school.”

But this isn’t the only 
legacy. As Polly explains: 
“The team and members 
of the leadership team 
put together a sexualised 
behaviour video at the 
start of the year followed 
with PSHE lessons. This 
positively impacted the 
school as a whole and was 
a very big drive.  
 
 
We spent lots of time at 
Blundell’s working beside 
them to create legacies 
and separate the gap in 
our community. We finally 
said our goodbyes after 
many meetings with a good 
luck barbecue and a game 
of one bounce. Jay and I 
could not thank everyone 
enough for their help driving 
all our projects forward.”

ON BEHALF OF THE TEAM,  
YOUR HEAD BOY 
AND HEAD GIRL
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YEAR 10 ROUND UP
Before Easter every year 10 was 
given the opportunity to apply for 
the most senior student leadership 
role, an ambassador. This role is so 
popular that over a quarter of year 
10s applied. Following a gruelling 
interview process, 23 successful Year 
10s were proudly announced as the 
ambassador team for 2022-2023.

What was to follow for these young 
people seemed daunting but with 
resilience and confidence every single 
one of them created and delivered a 
presentation to the staff of the school. 
This presentation was not only to 
introduce themselves to staff, but it 
was also the start of a longer, harder 
and rewarding process of applying for 
Head Boy/Head Girl. 

Here is what Ruby L thought of the 
presentations and her initial interview:

“So far, I have extremely enjoyed the 
ambassador experience. 

My original interview was quite nerve-
wracking, but I felt encouraged the 
entire time and afterwards I really 
enjoyed it. Once I’d found out I was 
an ambassador, I felt really proud of 
myself. It was great to feel included in 
the team after wanting it so badly. 

Many teachers congratulated me 

which was really nice too. They were 
all more than happy to share ideas 
with me and talk to me about being 
an ambassador.  

We then had to give presentations to 
the staff, I was worried about doing 
this but after I had done it, I felt so 
pleased with myself.

I was very grateful for the experience 
to present in such an incredibly 
supportive environment.  It is such 
an amazing opportunity to be an 
ambassador, and I am so glad I can 
be a part of the team.

After being given the title, the 
ambassadors started meeting weekly 
to unpick what they would like their 
legacy to be and also start to plan an 
ambassador’s trip to Dartmoor.”

Here is what Alfie C has to say about 
the Ambassador trip:

“On Monday the 20th of June, next 
year’s Ambassador team went on 
an overnight trip to Dartmoor to test 
their responsibility, organisation, 
capability and individual skills. They 
were responsible for organising their 
food and were instructed to be as 
independent as possible. There they 
were challenged with team games, 
long walks and map-reading and 

while the weather was on side, the 
bugs were not!!” 

Following the Ambassador trip, the 
Ambassador team then had to make 
the decision if they would like to 
apply for Head Boy/Head Girl, Sports 
Captain and Interact President. 17 of  
the ambassador team put their names 
forward as they believed they had the 
qualities to fulfil these roles. After a 
full day of Interviewing it is with great 
pleasure we would like to introduce 
you to the 2022/2023 Leadership 
Team: 
Head girl: Lottie R
Head boy: Alfie C
Deputy Head girl: Laura C
Deputy Head boy: Sam W
Sports Captains: Harvey S/Ana C
Vice Sports Captains: Josh V/Ruby C
Interact President: Ellie-May C
Interact Vice President: Rosie M

The ambassador team is really 
looking forward to being the face and 
the voice of young people and are very 
welcoming to any students asking them 
any questions or even just to say hello 
and they can be found in the library 
garden most lunchtimes. 
 
Mrs Castley
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LIBRARY UPDATE
There have been lots of exciting 
activities happening in the library this 
term. 9Z3 joined a live Zoom call with 
the popular author Tom Palmer who 
discussed his latest collaboration 
with the National Literacy Trust. 

He had written a fabulous short story 
highlighting Ukrainian refugees and 
we heard all about his inspiration, 
using primary sources including 
podcasts and interviews. He talked 
about the importance of compassion 
and healing. We leant more about 
his books and others that also focus 
on empathy towards refugees. 

Some recommended books we 
have in the library include: 

Welcome to Nowhere  
Elizabeth Laird
Girl. Boy. Sea. 
Chris Vick
The Bone Sparrow 
Zana Frallion
Beekeeper of Aleppo 
Christy Lefteri
The Night Diary 
Veera Hiranandani
Me, In Between 
Julya Rabinowich
Boy, Everywhere 
A.M.Dassu

 
 

Two year 7 challenges have taken 
place. These challenges are 
part of library lessons and have 
been designed to foster a love 
of reading for pleasure. Students 
are introduced to the challenge 
and then produce a piece of work 
before sharing with their class. 

The class complete a series of 
activities to decide on the best 
piece of work to represent the 
class. Each class then battle it out 
against the other classes to find 
an overall winner. The classes are 
very competitive although it could 
be said that the class teachers are 
more so. They are all desperate to 
win the trophy to proudly display 

in their classroom for a half term!

The first was the Poetry Challenge 
where all year 7 students wrote a 
poem inspired by the word VISION 
and the second a very arty challenge 
to make a scrapbook page showing 
their favourite book. These then 
form an art exhibition in the library 
garden for staff and students to visit.

POEM EXAMPLES:

As darkness closes in
We’re thrown from side to side
Violent waves surround us
Closing us in like caged birds

A cacophony of thunder sounds from above
Screams of terror as the mast crashes down
Just as we think the end is there
A dove flutters down out of the air.

Like fresh fallen snow it lands on deck
Just watching everything fall apart
We see you little bird, a vision of hope.
With one final glance it melts into the night. 
But then we see it
Blinding like stars
It guided us home
A light in the dark.  

MAYA G | YEAR 7

The Vision of a Pacifist
I walk down the streets
a million times and every
time it seems the same.
Violence, Violence, Violence
no different, insane. 

Everyone else sees the
World in colour. To me
it couldn’t get much
duller. A world in black
and white.

I am the one who’s different
As I see it the streets
are vile I, the only
one who is much more
idle. The world today
has changed so much
so, so much. 

JAKE B | YEAR 7
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COULD YOU: 

Get up at 5am on a Saturday and 4.30 am on a Sunday. 
Carry nearly a third of your bodyweight in a rucksack? 
Walk 40 miles across the wild terrain of Dartmoor for 12 
hours on Saturday and 6 hours on Sunday? Navigate 
using a map and compass without any electronic devices 
come wind, rain, mist or dense fog – with enough food 
and equipment to spend 2 days on the moor without any 
adult or outside assistance?

On the first weekend in May this year 
12 students from THS did exactly this 
and succeeded in completing the 35-
mile Ten Tors Challenge route.

The event was the culmination 
of 4 months’ training involving 
firstly local walks, followed by 
supervised Dartmoor walks and 
then unsupervised routes across the 
moor where the students learnt to be 
self sufficient in a hostile moorland 
environment whilst also navigating 
and walking across challenging 
upland terrain.  

Due to Covid the event had been 
cancelled for 2020 and 2021 so 
the teams this year started their 
challenge having had no prior training 
or experience and with no students 
to give them advice or guidance. The 
training was rigorous and exhausting 
but great fun and gave the students 
a taste of all weathers that can 
be experienced on Dartmoor. In 
particular they remember a day in 
early March that started with glorious 
sunshine and ended with two hours 
walking in torrential rain. Thankfully 
the accommodation was a bunkhouse 
so after showers and a superb chilli 
cooked by Cathy Britton, everyone 
was able to relax and dry out.  

The teams chosen for the event 

were led by Fergus K and Lottie R. 
Fergus had Tristan L, Evie E-K, Ellie-
May and Caitlin C and Laura C as 
team mates. Lottie had Ed B, Hamish 
H, Jess M, Millie K and Ezra B to 
keep her company.  

Everyone awoke at 5am on the 
Saturday to a glorious morning in 
Okehampton army camp. Breakfast 
was cooked and rucksacks double 
checked for food, tents, sleeping bags 
and kit items. Maps were marked and 
the two teams made their way to the 
start at 7am. As you would expect 
with the army a field gun fired the 
starting shots and nearly 3000 young 
people headed out onto the moor. 
This event is remarkable in that it has 
been an annual event for 60 years 
and is the biggest outdoor activity for 
young people anywhere in the UK.  

Day one of the challenge was a 
scorcher, a rarity on Dartmoor and so 
the adults at base camp sunbathed 
and tidied whilst the teams navigated 
along their routes. Periodic updates 
were available via the army and it 
could be seen that Lottie’s team in 
particular set a blistering pace, egged 
on no doubt by Ed’s and Hamish’s 
desire to run around their route. 
Fergus’ team were heading the 
opposite way around Dartmoor north 
moor and were also at the top of their 
leader board. It was with great relief 
that the teachers received an update 
around 7pm that both teams had made 
it to tor 7 for their overnight camp 
which meant they were well placed to 
resume their progress on Sunday.  

Sunday morning at Okehampton 
camp was slightly misty, but this hid 
the fact the moor where the teams 

had camped was covered in dense 
fog with visibility down to 50 metres. 
By all accounts, navigating on Sunday 
was challenging, but as expected 
both teams coped admirably and 
continued with their steady progress 
toward the 10th tor and then the 
finish. Waiting for them were the 
teachers and families straining their 
eyes to see if they could spot their 
loved ones descending from the moor 
in one piece.

In a new school record around mid-
morning Lottie’s team arrived back 
first. I firmly believe Ed and Hamish 
could have gone around twice they 

looked so fresh. They were cheered 
to the line in the party atmosphere 
provided by the army, spectators, 
music and noise from the helicopters. 
It was an awesome moment for all 
involved. Fergus’ team arrived not 
far behind and I could see there 
were some sore feet in their group. 
Nevertheless, huge smiles erupted 
as they walked up the final 50 metre 
finish straight and the blisters and 
weariness were temporarily forgotten. 

To conclude. The event was a 
huge success for both THS teams, 
the training team of teachers and 
volunteers and the army who organised 
a fantastic adventurous weekend. 

TEN TORS 2022
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SWIMMING GALA
YEAR 8 AND 9 SPORTS LEADERS ASSISTING AT THE PRIMARY SCHOOL SWIMMING GALA

THS Sports Leaders joined up with Blundell’s Sport Leaders to help run the Tiverton Primary School Swimming Gala 
held at Mid Devon Leisure Centre on Weds 22nd June. All stepped up on the day to practise officiating skills such as 
timing, marshalling and working with year 3-6 students to ensure a successful TCLP gala. Well done to all involved.

Mr Thorne

All the THS students deserve 
huge praise for their commitment, 
resilience and competence 
throughout the event.  

Special mention needs to be made 
of Mr Brown and Mr Dwyer for their 
mountain training endeavours, 
Mrs Britton for her amazing camp 
organisation and our wonderful 
volunteers, Chris Blaxland, John 
Milne, Chris Gregson and Andy 
Pritchard who gave up their 

weekends to enable the students to 
spend time on Dartmoor. Other staff 
involved were Mr Hart, Mr Lucas, Mrs 
Jones, Mrs Hepworth and her friend 
Julia, Mrs Gardner and Mr Dunning. 
The school would not have been able 
to enter any teams without all their 
help, so thank you. 

Sadly, our year 11s will not be able 
to join us next year, but I hear faint 
rumours that some of this year’s 
contingent may be considering a go 

at the 45-mile event in 2023. You’d 
have thought they may have been 
keen to hang their boots up, but I 
guess they need to show the new 
year 9s and 10s how it’s done! 
Looking forward to resuming Ten  
Tors training in the autumn for the 
2023 event.  

Mr Blundell
THS Ten Tors Team Manager

YEAR 8 YEAR 9

Isla B Harry S

Willow C Max H

Willow D Maisy F

Stacey K Lydia B

Millie S Kit B

Isla A/ Isla P Ronnie T

Megan G

Holly R

Gracie B

Maisie P

Ella B

STUDENTS INVOLVED:
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SPORTS LEADERS UPDATE
During the Summer Term, the year 10 Sports Leaders have organised a range of sporting events 
for the primary schools within the Tiverton Learning Community Partnership. 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3

Harvey S Ana C Amber G

Toby W Harry W Ruby  L

 Isaac C MacKenzie H Ruby Land

Josh V Maisie T Elysa P

 Max C  Marley C Olivia F

Sophy M Max S Merryn E

Taya A Riley F Ruby C

Joe B Harry C Billie T

Sam G Ella L Lucy V

Jack M Jess M Cicely C

Ella H Robbie H

GROUP 1 organised a year 5/6 
Girls Football Festival where they 
coached a range of skills and 
organised games. Pictured is Harvey 
S demonstrating and explaining to 
some Bampton students.

This year’s cohort of sports leaders have been fantastic and very helpful in providing a range of festivals for the 
primary schools over the school year. They have put themselves forward and developed their leadership skills; gaining 
confidence in coaching and enjoying working with the Primary Students.

Mr Thorne

GROUP 2 organised a year 6 Cricket 
Festival at the THS Astro. Pictured are 
Marley C and MacKenzie H coaching 
some Year 6 students from Bampton 
Primary School.

GROUP 3 look forward to delivering 
an athletics festival to year 3/4 
Primary School Students where they 
will learn a range of running, jumping 
and throwing skills.
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CHESS CHALLENGE
A brand new break and lunch time 
activity started this term in the 
form of the Chess Challenge. The 
library has always had a few boards 
and some keen players who turn 
up day after day and quietly play 
a few games. Mr Puzey found out 
and as a keen player thought we 
could take this one step further to 
create a format that encouraged 
new players, staff and established 
players to learn and develop their 
game. The Chess Challenge was 
formed shortly afterwards.  

A staff and student ladder of 24 
players was created. The names 
were picked out of a hat at random 
to create the ladder and the games 
started. There has been a lot of 
competition to get to the top of the 
table with some outstanding play 
from both staff and students. Mr 
Blundell held the top spot for weeks 
but quickly moved down following a 
game against Eszter T who stealthily 

took advantage of a momentary lapse 
in his concentration. Personally, I think 
he was petrified of Eszter’s entourage 
who stand behind her at every game 
saying nothing…

 

The challenge has taken off and 
we will continue this each term 
welcoming new players and 
encouraging competition, fairness 
and respect. 

Miss Pike and Mr Puzey

YEAR 7 
PAPER PLANES
Year 7 recently competed against each 
other to see who could make the perfect 
paper plane, and by perfect we mean 
the one that could fly the furthest! Each 
student made a plane during tutor time 
and many decorated them. A big shout out 
to Mrs Dillon’s tutor group who decorated 
theirs beautifully! Pitted against each other 
within the tutor group they competed to 
see which plane would represent them. 

Finals morning saw a variety of designs 
being eagerly held aloft prepped 
to fly the width of the tennis courts. 
One by one the planes took off, 
soared (some more aerodynamically 
than others) before crashing to the 
floor in an emergency landing. 

The winning plane was designed by Igor W 
in 7DS: “I made the plane in a different way 
to the traditional method. It always flies well 
when I do this. I have a secret wing design.”

Mr Dyer | Head of year 7
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SPECIAL POLICE 
ASSEMBLIES

LGBTQ+ NEWS

On Tuesday 10th May and Wednesday 11th May year 
8 and year 9 students received a special assembly 
from PC Lindsay Dell on Anti Social Behaviour. PC 
Dell explained to students what the definition of anti 
social behaviour is, the impact it has on students 
and their families, gave examples from the local 
community and discussed longer term impacts for 
those that commit it. She also spent time explaining 
their role in supporting families and the importance 
of reporting these incidents. The assemblies were 
extremely informative and we look forward to 
welcoming PC Dell back later this year for more 
community partnership work.

Mrs Morrell

At Tiverton High School we are 
currently applying for the Rainbow 
Flag Award to recognise the support 
available for students and staff that 
identify as LGBTQ. Currently we run 
lunchtime clubs and an afternoon 
club run by the LGBTQ champions Mr 
Nderitu, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Jones and Mrs 
Morrell. Please see them for details of 
this term’s dates and times.

As a school we are also proud to work 
with The Intercom Foundation who are 
our local LGBTQ support group. We 
welcome Daz to some of the LGBTQ 
clubs to offer additional support and 
guidance and Izzy also comes in and 
works with individuals who have been 
referred for 1:1 support.

Tiverton High School was delighted 
to have completed part 1 of 6 of the 
award in June 2022 and has passed 
the section Skilled Teachers. Staff will 
now be working on completing the 
next two sections for submission in 
mid-September 2022.

Mrs Morrell

Resilient Confident
Co-operative

FairRespectful
a Voice

Tiverton High School – Diversity

PRIDE
A SAFE SPACE FOR ALLTiverton High School is an inclusive school for  
LGBTQ+ students, staff and family.We support everyone’s right to:• Be themselves

• Be kept from harm
• Be heard

• Be healthy
• Form relationships

• Privacy

LET’S SUPPORT EACH OTHERWe are running an LGBTQ+ group to  educate, share and support  – and everyone is welcome. See Mrs Morrell (LGBTQ+ lead) or a member of  
the pastoral team for more details.
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GARDENING CLUB
This term we have been very busy 
planting our new seedlings and 
harvesting our vegetables. We have 
planted some turnips, peas, lettuce 
and pumpkins ready for Halloween. 

We have also been harvesting our 
onions, chives and chard for use in 
the food prep rooms when doing 
practical work. We hope to continue 
to supply the food preparation 
department as because of rising 
costs of living, ingredients are getting 
harder to lay our hands on.
 
We wanted to say a quick thank you 
to those gardeners who come every 
week and make gardening club such 
an enjoyable place to be. Without 
them the club just wouldn’t be able 
to happen. Also thank you to every 
one who has donated anything to us 
this year. We really appreciate it and it 
makes a massive difference. If anyone 

has any donations, please contact 
Mrs Broadley at abroadley@tiverton.
devon.sch.uk. 

As this year draws to a close, we look 
forward to the future. We’re excited 
to meet the new year sevens; a new 
generation of eco warriors. We plan 
on building some more raised beds 
and transforming the space to get 
maximum use of the area. We also 
hope to enter for garden rescue, to 
get some support and look to enter 
the Chelsea Flower Show next year. 
 
If you fancy joining us and getting 
your hands dirty, we meet every 
Monday lunchtime in the school 
garden behind the DT block, or in Mrs 
Broadley’s room. 

Thank you.
THE GARDENING TEAM

INTERACT
At Interact this year, we have handed 
over £2216 to each of our chosen 
charities – Nakuru School in Kenya 
and Hospiscare – which we are 
very grateful for. We have had a 
really great year with the money 
being raised by the craft fair, teacher 
vs teacher, shoe boxes and non 
uniform days. We are very thankful to 
everyone that has donated money to 
partake in any of these events.  
Thank you again. 
 
To further add to the success of 
Interact this year, our own Mrs 
Webber was honoured by Rotary at 
their annual handover meeting on 

27th June at the Hartnoll Hotel.  The 
Paul Harris Fellowship is given to 
members of Rotary who put “Service 
before self” in recognition of the work 
they do in the community, voluntary 
work and fundraising activities. 
Jane Hunt, who represents Rotary 
at Interact was given the award, and 
Mrs Webber was a surprise recipient 
too – the only non-Rotarian since Mrs 
Doeller to receive such an honour!  

This award reflects the dedication 
that Mrs Webber and all the Interact 
students have put in over the year, 
working behind the scenes to 
ensure that events run smoothly 

and successfully, demonstrating to 
the school and wider community 
what compassionate and hard 
working students we have here.

“It is a privilege to work with such 
a committed team of young people 
whose creativity and enthusiasm has 
achieved so much for our charities, 
I am so thrilled to receive this award 
on their behalf as well as my own.”

Thanks go to the retiring leaders 
of Neda and Alexandra and 
congratulations to new President 
Ellie-May and Vice-President Rosie.
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The day started off with students 
receiving their grades from last term 
so that they knew which courses they 
could potentially apply for and which 
routes to take. Having just completed 
their End Of Year Exams, students 
were reflecting on how they thought 
they had done. 

We met as a year group in the hall 
where we heard from Dave Follet, a 
Paralympian Badminton player with 
Tessy, his assistance dog. 

Dave told us his inspirational 
story about how he ended up in a 
wheelchair, the challenges he has 
faced, how important education is 
and the importance of resilience.  

One of our students, Isabel said: “It 
was interesting to see the challenges 
of being a disabled person in Britain 
and to see how these challenges 
could be overcome. It was very 
enjoyable, interesting and funny and 
it was good how motivating he was”.

After break we started our carrousel 
of activities where students had  
50 minutes to engage in a range  
of activities. 

CAREERS FAIR
We were so pleased by the turn out 
of our first careers fair for 7 years!  
We had representatives running 
stalls from a range of local business, 
colleges and training providers. 
Students were impressed by the 
amount of free stuff they received 
such as pens, sweets, information 
and bookmarks.  Students were 
challenged with filling out question 
sheets about the stalls to help them 
with their conversations with different 
employers, colleges and apprentices.  
This gave them the opportunity 
to quiz stalls about things such as 
progression in their companies, the 
pathway they took in education and 
get some valuable advice about the 
world of work.

Alfie said: “We walked around stalls 
and spoke to experts and students 
who gave their advice on further 
education, and the best options for us, 
I found out about T levels where you 
can do them for 16-19, where it is more 
study based as opposed to A levels”. 

Feedback from the stalls was great 
too. Next Steps South West said: 
“Students have been interacting and 
asking questions well and seeking 

information about their next steps”.  
Local employer Hepco said: “I’ve had 
good conversations with students 
and they have seemed very engaged 
particularly  about apprenticeships.  
I would have loved to have had 
something like this as it would 
have helped me”.  One of our local 
colleges, Huish, said they had a great 
time and “students were great to chat 
to and had lots of brilliant questions”

MADE REVISION MADE EASY.
Having just completed the EOYEs 
students will be able to gauge how 
well their own revision techniques 
have been.  To support them moving 
forward we asked Made, a revision 
company, to come in and share with 
students top tips ready for their Mock 
exams in November. Martin from 
Made delivered a very energetic and 
engaging session giving students 
some fantastic techniques.

EXETER COLLEGE
Many of our students move on to 
study with Exeter College so we 
asked the College Advice Team from 
Exeter to deliver a session covering 
pathways and progression which 
also gave students the opportunity 
to start exploring courses. This also 

YEAR 10 PROGRESSION 
Year 10 had their progression day on Tuesday 5th July. This was a day where students were off 
timetabled lessons so that they could find out lots of information about colleges, apprentices, 
careers and courses.
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introduced the students to the Exeter 
Advisers that they will be able to work 
with more in year 11 and ask advice 
from their trained advisers.

PETROC TOUR
Things are certainly changing at 
Petroc in Tiverton! We had the chance 
to have a tour of their campus and 
their facilities that are going through 
significant remodelling.  We got to 
experience a mocked up hospital 
theatre which will be used to support 
their Health and Social Care courses 

along with some state of the art 
Virtual Reality technology.  Some 
students struggled to stay upright!

POST 16 READINESS AND 
CV WRITING
We know that CV writing is not 
the most interesting of topics for 
our students! However it is a very 
necessary and valuable skill that 
they need to learn to support their 
college applications and future career 
search.  We provided valuable advice 
and context about the world of work 

and how it is changing and we set 
students the challenge of writing 
their own CV. Using their grades they 
received earlier in the day, students 
prepared their CV using our easy 
to use template, identifying their 
strengths and learning how to sell 
themselves on paper. 

Rosie said that: “This session made 
me look more into what my interests 
are and what I could be in the 
future using my skills, strengths and 
knowledge, and to get a clear view of 
what I could do in the future”.

BAKE OFF IN PICTURES
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KENYA 2022
Following a year’s delay due to 
the pandemic, 30 students and 
four members of staff travelled to 
Nakuru, Kenya for 13 days in July 
with African Adventures. 

Students had to work very hard 
during very tricky times to raise the 
£2600 needed to secure their place 
on the trip, but this effort was an 
essential part of preparation – that 
students really understood sacrifice, 
hard work and the value of money: 
how each and every coin they 
earned would contribute towards 
their end goal.

The group spent a night in Nairobi, 
leaving the next morning on the next 
stage of the trip which involved a visit 
to Mr Nderitu’s mother’s home in rural 
Nyeri, where the students sampled 
local avocados, fresh chillies, and 
tasty sweet mandazis, familiarising 
themselves with Kenyan family life 
and learning about managing the 
crops on a small-holding. 

They travelled on to Nakuru, the fourth 
largest city in Kenya, for the next 
seven days. Teams of students went 
to volunteer in three partner schools 
in the poorest slum areas of the city, 
playing with the children, teaching 
classes, painting classrooms, building 
shelters and cooking and serving food 
to the children.  

As Tania Mayes, SENDCo and 
trip leader, explains: “Kenya is 
a developing country and I feel 
strongly that we have continued on 
our journey to be a very small part 
of that over the past 5 years in our 
partnership schools. Sustainability 

was our core business and we have 
sanded walls, painted classrooms, 
bought electricity power lines, 
sourced and bought a generator so 
the school can grow their own crops, 
bought a water tank as well as desks, 
chairs and resources.” 

Our Period Poverty campaign was also 
very successful: generous donations 
enabled us to donate directly to the 
sustainable Good Period project in 
Kenya; we gave girls and staff at the 
schools reusable sanitary pads made 
by local women here in Tiverton, and 
distributed hundreds more donated 
disposable sanitary products. Clothes, 
underwear, toys, sports equipment 
and educational resources were also 
donated.
 
Students also went on a number 
of home visits to families from the 
schools, taking care packages, with a 
sobering, insightful visit to the dump-
site where many of the students at 
the Walk Centre live and where their 
family members try to scrape a living 

among the debris and discarded city 
rubbish. A trip to church and some 
down-time in the hotel’s swimming 
pool allowed for some recharging of 
mind, body and soul on the Sunday.
We then embarked on a bumpy 
8-hour journey to the Maasai Mara 
for two-night safari camp, to see the 
‘Big 5’, the great wildebeest migration 
from Tanzania to the Maasai Mara and 
a visit to the Giraffe Sanctuary.

Here, we have a selection of writing 
and reflections from some of the 
students who were part of the trip:

“The THS Kenya trip is a life-changing 
experience I would recommend to 
all. Entering the country, you’re hit 
with all different kinds of sounds 
and smells then when you arrive 
at the school the children are so 
welcoming and sweet. It’s such a 
friendly culture despite the hardships 
they face in everyday life. Through a 
TV screen you can only see and hear 
not smell and feel the overwhelming 
sensations of the place they call 
home.” LAURA C | YEAR 10

“I thoroughly enjoyed my experience 
in Kenya. At first I was very nervous 
but after reaching Heathrow and 
seeing everyone supporting each 
other and beaming, my worries 
faded away. I was lucky enough to 
go to Cherish and those days with 
the children were the best moments 
of the trip in my opinion. The kids 
were so grateful for stuff we take for 
granted.“ ROXY B | YEAR 10)

“By far the most memorable 
experiences to me were the days 
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On Thursday 14th July THS staff 
and students had the opportunity 
to celebrate SFAD for the first time 
in 3 years. With a variety of sporting 
activities available for students to 
choose from in the morning including 
Rounders, Quoits, Capture The Flag 
and Basketball there were brilliant 
levels of engagement, enjoyment and 
competition on display. 
 
The day culminated in the more 
traditional afternoons Athletics 
events. Despite the soaring 
temperatures, as the whole school 
gathered around the athletics 
track the energy and noise levels 
created were a great reminder of the 
importance of days such as these. 

We are lucky at THS to have some 
excellent young athletes and it’s 
great to give these young people 
the platform to shine that they 
deserve. A cameo appearance from 
the departing maths teacher Carol 
Gregson demonstrating the fun mixed 
relay was a fitting way to finish what 
was a day that I’m sure will live long in 
the memories of all. Until next year. 

SPORTS FOR ALL DAY 

we spent at the school. The kids 
were all so excited to see us and 
after not even a week of being in 
their company, you really learn their 
personalities and get comfortable 
very quickly. Seeing how much the 
donations we brought meant to 
everybody there was special and 
heart breaking at once. It’s difficult 
to grasp how grateful you should be 
for what you have until you see a 
community living without it.”  
ANNA P | YEAR 11

“I was part of one of the groups that 
went out and helped Cherish school. 
Here, we helped out by painting the 
two classrooms and decorating the 
walls with numbers and letters. It was 
really rewarding to see how much 
the children appreciated the changes 
that we made. After, we delivered 
care packages to their homes which 
consisted of basic foods like flour 
and rice and saw the homes that they 
lived in – the majority only living in 
one room with their whole family.” 
LOTTIE R | YEAR 10

“Kenya is an opportunity I am 
eternally grateful for and an 
experience that has changed me as 
a person entirely. It reminds you that 
we are all people on the same planet 
no matter our different circumstances 
or lifestyles and we should do what 
we can to help out and act when 
we can because we are the same 
as them and they are the same as 
us. Yes, I cried multiple times while I 
was there but as soon as the plane 

landed at Heathrow I thought I would 
cry again. Asante Sana, Kenya!”                                           
BETHANY M | YEAR 11

If you would like to be a part of 
the next Kenya trip, look out for 
information in the Autumn term and 
start thinking of creative ways to 
raise money!
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